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| f That KO Day of Ge; y be aſt J 
with Him long. before his Life: * 
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5 Ended. _ - 
The Sigus allo by which ch will 
Mortals may be known. 5 
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. now alſo the Axe is laid unto the Root of 1 he” 
* Trees ; therefore every' Tree which bringeth not forth | 


. 


— 
ANA 


3 


— 


— pw” — — — 5. — — _ > Ve 
. RA, BT COTS A IE RITA PT 2% 


— — — - = 
- > 4 — — 8 - 


EF ee To 2 


2 
—— „ 


r . ]¶ . ] Ee ec. 
ä Oz —— pn, 7 
Sn. 4 2 RE * N 2 q - 2 8 


god ue, 15 dard dovon, dnd 5 ine 85 Pires, 1 11 


ALY 
© 


LONDON: 


n ited; res, tt: the 2 Big 


| Ball, in ' Ludgate- Sireeten 1762. 
aa E Bx fn N 


* 


zun. 


C7 


* 
= 


1 
1 
_ 
£57” 
8 
. LS 0 
83 ” + 
> 
» 
» 
4 
% 
£ 
\ 
* 
* 
ax, 


— 


IF; 2, 
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H. de written to SOS now . 

he Barren Fig-Free, or how it” 

will care with the Fruitlets Proſeſlor, 
that ſianueth inthe Vineyard of God. 


f what Complexion thou arty FI 
T cannot certuiuly divine, but the. + 
rable zells thee, That the Canber= 
i Ar b: cut Ae | 


"x 


1 4 ey non. t ip, 0 15 are 227 1 Mt 
. 1 l un the Clouds, yet 
„ RA A * 5 2 be . 4 


8 7 Te the REA PER. 
be Pas periſh for ever, like 5 own | 
& Dung; ; they that have ſeen. bim, ſhall | 

Poa Where is he? {a] 
Nou they count it Pleaſure to riot 
ia the Day-time, but what will 17 
vo when ;he Axe js fetched out. b 
be Tree whoſe Fruit witherith, 
e recboned a Tree without Fruit, a 
\ Tree twice dead, J] one that muſt be 
Plucked up by the Roots, 
O thou Cumber-ground! God ex- 
| Fes Fruit; God will come * ing 
Fruit ſhortly. TE 
My Erburrarſan therefore is o 
1 That ths 7 look. t0. , hat 
tey take Heed. 
. 25 Barren Fig-Tree 4 in "the Liens 
oy and the Bramble in the Wood, 
- are both prepared for the Fire. . _ 
© Profeſſion js wot. a Covert to hid 
om the E Eye of God, nor will it Pal. 
ö 4 ate the reven geful threatuing of bls © 
1 "I ftice ; b he, will command. 70 eut * 
0 n I. | 
bh * 1 Vb : © 
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To the RE ADE R. 


profazce, out of” the Mount of. God; 


Caf, I Jay, over the Wall of the 


Vineyard, there to wither ; thence 


to be gathered and burned. it had 
been better for them that they haad 
not known the Way of Righteouſ- 
nels: [4] And yet if they had. nat, _ 
they had bern damned'; but it is better 


to20 to Hell without, than in, or from 


l 4 Profeſſion : * Theſe ſhall re- 


ceive greater Damnation. [! 


1 of hou be a Profeſſor, read 4 
4 Eremble ; Tf thou be Profane; do * 


Vikewiſe, For if the Righteous {carce= 7 


ly be faved, where ſhall the Ungodly 
and Sinners appear? Cumber-ground, 


tale heed of the Axe; Barren Fig- h 


1 beware of 4 the Pit ite. 


e 
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„ * 8 


7 
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. 6 Wes e 16. 725 wv. 16. 2 Pet. bh 
£4} Luke xx. 45. 5 255 


The Church and a Proſeſſion, are 
| the. beſt Places for the Upright 3 bus” 
 the-worft in the Wor 1d for the Gum- 


ber-ground : He mull be caft, 4. 
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To the READER. 


Bar I will deep thee no longer out wer | 
1 hy Book; Chriſt Jeſus, the Dreſſer 
of the Vineyard, take Care of thee, 
dig about thee, and dung thee, that 
thou mayeſt bear Fruit ; that when 
t Zzhe Lord of the V ineyard cometh | 
F - with bis Axe to feek for Fruit, or 
| Fr onounce the W 2 of Damnation 
on the Barren Fig- tree, thou mayeſt 
ape that Judgment. The Cumber- 
1 8 muſt to the rat and 
5 * to the Fire. 


n 31 DE60 1 8 


Grace be with all them that lore 
5 8 | our Lord” Jeſius in Sincer ty 
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55 Lake Xlii. Verſes 65 7, 8 3 9. We # I | 
A. ceriain' Man had a Fig-tre lan in 
his Vineyard, and be came and ſougit 
Fruit thereon, and found none. © 

Then ſaid be unto the Dreſſer of his Vin Wks _ 
_ gard, Behold, theſe three Years I come Wi 

- ſeeking Fruit on this Fig urce, and a ml 

nene: Cut it dion, hy ambretb ihe = 
F —_ 

And be arfwering, ſaid unlo bes. Tad, _ 
let it alone this Year elſe, until 7 Rat! 

PE dlig about i, anal dung 3 : 

Abd "if it bear Fruit, well : And 7 5 zu 

5 then after tat thou Halt ct if FM 


#2 F the Begins of this chaß- 1 
ter, we read, how ſome of the Ml 
;\ jews came fo 2 Vo to tell 8 = 


16% The Wen . „ | 
* the Cruelty of Pontius Pilate, in g 
mingling the Blood of the Galileaus le 
with their Sacrifiees. An Heatheniſh a 
and prodigious Act! For. therein he c; 
thewed, not only his Malice againſt 8 
the Jewiſh Nation, but alſo againſt 
their Worſhip, and conſequently their 
God. An Action, I fay, not only 1 
| Heatheniſh, but Prodigious alſo ; for || ] 
the Lord Feſus paraphraſing upon this in 
_ F:cof his, teacheth the Fews, that | t! 

without Repentance, they ſhould all 14 
like wiſe periſh. Likewiſe, that is, by d 
the Hand and Rage of the Roman | t! 
Empire : Neither ſhould they be more t! 
able to avoid the Stroke, than were || ſa 
"thoſe E ighteen 45 whom the Tower of | ic 
"Siloam fell, ard flew them ſa] The | y 
Fulfilling of which Prophecy, for their. t! 
 Hardnets of Heart, and Impenitency, ir 
was in the Days of Titus, Son of Ve- | th 
- ſpaſfian, about F orty Years after the L 
Death of Chriſt. Then, I ſay. were J 
theſe Jes, and their City both, en- 
vironed round about on every Side, 2 
wherein both they and it, to Amaze=- || \ 
ment, were iges overthrown. (God || tl 


Fence and Blood, for their Outrage 
againſt the Son of his Love: So Wrath: 


came on them to the uttermof 51. 


_ Now ro p prevent their old and fools. | 


| iſh Salvo, which they always had in 


teadineſs againft ſuch Prophecies and | 


Denunciations of Judgment, the Lord 
Jeſus preſents them with their Parable, 
in which he emphatically ſhews them, 


that their Cry of being the Temple of 


the Lord, and of their being the Chil- 
dren of Abraham, &e. and their being 
the Church of God, would not ſtand 
them in any ſtead. As who ſhould 


fay, It may be you think to help yours. 
ſelves againſt this my Prophecy of 
your utter and unayoidable Owet- 


throw, by the Intereſt which you have 


in your outward Privileges . Bat 4 Wo 
theſe will fail you ;, for what think you,” 
A certain Man bad a Fi ig-tree plauted 
in his Vineyard, and he came and ſought*. 
Fruit thereon, and found none. This is 


your Caſe : The Fewifþ Land is God's 
Vineyard, I know it; and I know alſo 


har 5 are the * "or behold: —_— 


as 
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ave them Sword and Famine, Peſti- 
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12 'T he 2 F ig-Tr, Tee. 


for the Sake and Expectation of which 
he ſet this Vineyard with Trees. Now, 
ſeeing the Fruit is pot found amongſt 


| — 85 he at fivit did plant this Vine- 
ward; what remains, = that in Ju- 

nice he command to cut you down, 
4 thoſe that cumber the Ground, that 
he. may >lavt himſelf another Vine⸗ 
Fard. en ſaid hg to the Dreſſer of bis 
: az: Behold, theſe three Tears I 
cams ſeekirg Fruit on this Fig-tree, and 
d wone;, cut it down, why cumbret b it 
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Four End, although you are planted 
in the Garden ar en. for the Bar- 
repneſs and Unfruitfulneſs of your 
Hearts and Lives, you muſt be cut 
alf, yea, rodted up, and caſt out of. 
che Vineyard. 

In Parables there are two . to 
de taken Notice of, and to be n 
ie of them that read; 
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7 * Firſt, The Metaphors made IO of... 
II. eecondly, I he Dedarine, or My». 
fue «& ouched under fuch 1 


The. 


a* 7, a 
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there wanteth the main Thing, Fruit, 


you; the Fruit, I lay, for the Sake of 


The Ground 5 This 1 muſt be 


„ ona 


The Barren Big-Tree. 
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The Aliopberz in this Porable ae, 
. (4) A certain Man. - 
(.) A Vineyard. 7 
(5-} A wie Barren « or Fr 
ö 
(4) A Dreſſer. 1 
{5-) Three Years. 


(6. Digging and Dunging, & Ge. | 


The Dochrine, or Apftery, couched. 


under theſe Words, is to ſhow 
What is like to become of a mn 
n . For, 


* 


alone 20d the [s] Father. ; 
2. By the. Vinezard, his [d] Church 


3. If the Fig-tree,. a Profeftex. REPS. = 


4, * 55 the Dreſſer, the Lord Fol | 
the Fig tree Barrenneſs, 48; 

Pit TiA I Findige. IS 
. By the three Wears, the; Patience 
of God, that for a Ti me he extendeth ra 
# arge Profeſſors. 1 3 
| This Calling to the D c 


"ks 


1 6. 


the Yi mey ard fo cat 1 down, | is to ew. 
| 7 2 4 4 ch 
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By the Man i in the Parable, is, 1 
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The Baden Fig- Tree. 
 beſs Profeſſors Ce 


| der hot of the Head of his Fa ber 5 


ſeat Fxecution againſt a barren Fig- 
Nee. 5 
-* The Drefer's Dekre to try to 


periſh.” 
ing of it, is to thew his Willingneſs #0 


it happily he may be fruitful. 
11 The Suppofition FI: that the 
Fg tree may yet continue fruitleſs, is 


i abide | barre and Fruitliſs. | 
12. The Determination upon this 
Suppoſition, at laſt to cut it down, Ts 


q | n avoidgble and el er nal Damnation. 


| Le] Iſa. ik 12. | 74 Mat ill 10. . -» 


the Ontcries of ice againfi the e ſruit- 


8. The Dreſſes interceding, is to 
ſhew, how the Lord Fe us fleps in, and | 


Axe, to ſtop, or at leaſt to defer pre- 


make the Fig-iree fruitful, is to ſhew | 
you, How: unwilling he is that ever 4 
Bburten Fi . tree ou yet be barren, ard 
10. His digging about i it, and dung- 


ls 5 apply Goſpel Helps to this barren Profeſſo CY 


to ew, that when Chriſt Jeſus hath 
done all, there gre ſome P e will 


a certain Predifion of ſuch Profe ſors un- 


x * 


Won ©&-- © 
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The e Fig-Tree. a; 1 5 


But to take this Parable into Pieces, 
and to. diſcourſe more particularly, | 


though with all WO ny 111 * 
c Parts thereof. I» 


4 certain Man had 4 Hm rree planted i is | 


8 e ch 


. * 1 
5 7 1 +4 4 


.T he Mac 1 told you, is to ee Peter | 
us with God the Father, by which 


Similitude he is often ſet out. in the 
New- Teſtament. 


Obſerve then, That it is no new 5 
Thing, if you find in God's Church, 


barren Fig- trees, fruitleſs Profeſſi ors; 
even as here you ſee, is a Tree, 4 
fruitleſs Tree, a fruitleſs Fig-tree in 
the Vineyard. Fruit is not ſo-eafily 
brought torth, as. a Profeſſion is got 


into It is eaſy for a Man to cloath 


bimſelf With a fair Shew 1a the, Fleſh, 


to word it, and ſay, Be thou warmed. 
and filled with ihe heft. It is no hard 


Thing to do theſe with other Things; 


but 8 be fraitſul, to bring forth Fruit 


to God, this doth not every Tree; No, 


not every Fig-tree that ſtands in the 
en ot God. Them Words 
1 | N 111 ao 


* 
[ e 1 
— 7 
4 


alſo [g], (Every Branch in me that beur- tri 


eth not Fruit, be taketh away,) aſſert 
the ſame Thing. There arc Branches 
in Chriſt, in Chriſt's Body Myſtical, 
(which is his Church, his Vineyard) 
that beareth not Fruit, where fore the 
4 Hand of God is to take them away. 
I looked for Grapes, and it brought forth 
mila Grapes [ b|; that is, no Fruit at 
all that was acceptable. with God. 
Again, Iſrael is an empty 
eth forth Fruit unt bi | 
God; he is without Fruit to God. 
All theſe, with man 
. the Truth of the C 
that God's Church may be cumbered 
Fig- trees, with harren Pro- 


Vine, he bring- 
myſelf, [i] none to 


More, | thaw us 
ſervation, and 


with f 


TA & 7 * * 1 a * 
* i. 4 : 2 . * 5 * A 


Although there be in God's Church 
I” that be barren and fruitleſs; yet, as 
I faid, 0 fie to in Appearance, they arc 
ünke the reſt of the Trees, cven a Fig- 
| | vas not an Oak, nor a Willey, 
nor a Thorn, nor a Bramble, but 


[Fig-tree.] 


_ — tree; It 


e John xv. 2. [JIG v. 4. [5] Hof x. . 


1 


11 


, , 222 


Irre. [K] They come before thee as the 
People cometh ;- they delight to know my 
Haß, as a Nation that did Ri ores ty 
neſs, and forſcok not the Ordtnances of 
their Cod; they ask of ms the Ordinances 
7 Ju ice, they take delight in approuc l 
ing to G 145 and yet but barren, 
„ fruitleſs, and unprofitable Profeſſors. 
Judas alſo was one of the Twelve, a 


20 i 
\ nw Www 


ficer, yea, and ſuch an one alſo, 


none of the Eleven miſtruſted, Sar Drag Ds | 


ferred before themſelves, cach one cry- 
ing out, Is it I? I it I? n] Nene 
of them as we read of, miſtruſtiag 
Judas; yet he in Cbriſt's K 
barren Fig tree, a Devil, ## 
Profeſſor. The foolim Virgins went 
forth of the World with the 'other, 
had Lamps, ànd Fight, and wer 
awakencd with the other; yea, bad 


Boldneſs to go forth when the Mid. 
night Cry was made with the other; 
and thought that they could have 1 
Ret” Chriſt in the "tl view Be 


"fat" 


| Ii] Ezek. xxxiii. 30, 31. I Iſa. viii. I, 2, H h 
Jo * un Mark xiv. 19. _ [+] John vi. 70 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. i 


Diſciple, an Apoſtle, a Preacher, eat 8 4 


s'Eyes wasthe | 
Ma fruitleſss 
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18 The Barren Hg-Tree. 
ſat upon the Throne of Judgment, 
with the other; and get but fooliſh, 
but barren Fig-trees, but fruitleſs Pro- o 
feſſors: fo] Many, ſaith Chrift, will /1 
ſay unto ms in that Day, this and that, fie 
p] and will alſo talk of many won- Ip 
derful Works; yet, behold, he finds P 
nothing in them but the Fruits of [tt 
Unrighteouſneſs: They were altoge- IP! 
ther barren and fruitleſs Profeſſors. + ut 


Had a Fig-tree [planted] 5 0 


This Word ſ plaated] doth alſo reach 
far: It ſuppoſeth one taken out of its 
natural Soil, or removed from the Place 
it grew in once; one that ſeemed to 
be called, awakened; and not only 
ſo, but by ſtrong Hand carried fron 
ihe, World, to the Church; from Na- 
ture, to Grace; from Sin, to Godli- 
neſs. Theu broug hieſt a Vine out of fe- 
Egypt, thou didſt caſt out the Heathen t 
ard plant it [4]. Of ſome of the fob 
Branches of this Vine were there un- oi 


fruitful Profeſſors. 8 
I-) Matt. vil. 22 23. [e] Luke xili. 26; 27. 
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The Barren Fjg-Tree. I 9 


It muſt be concluded therefore, 
WT bat this, Profeflor (that remaineth 
| Rs fruitleſs) is, as to the 
ew and; Judgment of the Church, 
| Fightly brought in thither 5- to wit, 
by Confeſſion of Faith, of Sin, and 4 
Shew of Repentance and Regeneration, 
thus talſe Brethren creep in unawares. ) 
Il theſe Things this Word Planted, 
ntimateth ; yea, farther, that the 
hurch is ſatisfied with them, con- 
ents they ſhould abide in the Garden, 
nd counteth them ſound as the reſt. 
But before God, in the Sight of God, 
hey are graceleſs Profeſſors, barren | ; 
pnd [ruithſs Fig-trees. | 44 
Iherefore it is one 1 be IN 
he Church, or in a Profeſſion; ; and | 
mother to be OF the Church [7], and = 
0 ae to tber e Ther, is 
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[7] Ezek. xviii. 10. 
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Ha 4 * 


Scree planted; in [bis] varie 
Be 14 
In [bis] Vineyard: Hypocrites, IC 
"with rotten Hearts, are not afrard. roſy f 
eom: before God in Sion. Theſeſ pf 
Words therefore ſuggeſt unto us a pro- h 
digious kind of Boldneſs and hardened 
- Fearleſsneſs. For what preſumption 
kigher, and what Attempt more de- 
rate, than for a Man that wanteth 
race, and the true Knowledge of 
[EE God, to croud himſelf (in that Con- 
1 dition) into the Houſe, or Church offlh; 
God; or to make Profeſſion of, and 
Jeſire the Name of God ſhould be cal- 
led upon him? 
For the Man that metrtk a Profeſa 
fon of the Religion of Jefus Chrift, 
that Man hath-as it were, pur #he Nam 
f God npon himſelf [SJ, and is called 
and reckoned now, (how fruitleſs ſo- 
ever before God, or Men) the Man 
that hath to do with God, the Many 
that God owneth, and wilt ſtand for. 
+ This Man, I lay, W his P roieſfion 
= .* 1 
28 [1 Dan. ix, 19. Chap. xxxvi 20, 21, 22. an 5 q 
| i 39. | 
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The: Barren Fgtrer. 214 
IJuggeſteth this to all that know him, 
ao be ſuch a Profefior, - Men mecrly 
atural, I mean, Men that have not 
ot the d+w1i/b Art of Hypocriſy, are 
OBufraid to think-of. doing thus. Ang 
eh / the reſt dur/t no Man join himſel f g 
hem, bat the People magnified them [t]. 
nd indeed it difpleateth. God, Ibey 
haue brought, 1aith he, Adep unctrcum- 
ſed into my Sanctuary (u]. And again, 
hben you came to appear before me, who. 
bath required this at your, Hands 46 read 
my Courts, ſaith God [is]. They 
have therefore learnt this Boldneſs of 
none in the viſible World, they have 
only tock it of the Devil y]; for he, 
and he only (with theſe his Diſciples) 
Ettempt to preſent themſelves in the 
hurch before God. The Tares are the 
:hildren of the wicked One | 2 |; the 
ares, that is, the Hypocrites that 
are Satan's Brood, the Generation of 
Vipers, that cannot cicape the Dam- 
nation of Hell. ö 889750 


5 [4] Acts v. 13. [* 10% *. 12. bet Job 


adÞ- 6. and ii. 1. L] Matt. xiii. 25 — 38. 
'z] Matt. xxiii. 43. 95 
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|= many ſuch — Every Plant, or all thoſe 
Plants, or Profeſſors that are got into 
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D [Bed] a Figtre planted in bis Vingwdlf 11 
th 


g 
ti! 


He deth net ſay, He Wierd a Fig- 
res; but there was a Frg-tree there, he 0 
had, or ound, A Figetree Planted 1 in his 
Uta WL 

The Great God will not Nu 
Iedge the "barren Fig-tree;" or orgy 
Profeſſor to be his Workmanſpip, o 
a Tree of bis bringing in; only the 45 
Text ſaith, he bad one there. 'This is 
much like that in Matthew, Every 
Plant which my Heavenly Father hath 
not planted, ſball be rooted up [ 2]. Here 
again are Plants in his Vineyard, which | 
God will not acknowledge to be of 
his planting: And he ſeems to ſug- 
geft, that in his Vineyard there are 


the Aſſembly of the Saints, or into fl 
the Profeſſion of their Religion, without 
God and his Grace, ſball be rooted up. 
And when the King came in to ſee the 
' Gueſts, he ſaw a Man that had nt on a 
N W and he ſaid unto him, 
Friend, 


la] Matt. xv 13. 


* 


8 
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Friend, how cameſt thou in hither not 
eving on 4 Medding- garment {4} | a 
Here is one ſo cunning and crafty, 
that he beguiled all the Guefts ; he 
got and kept in the Church, even un 
til the King bimſelf came in to ſee abe 
weſts ; but his Subtilty got him no- 
thing. It did not: blind the Eyes of 
the King; it did not pervert the Fudg- 
ment of the Ri Seren Friend, hem 
ameſt thou in biber? 2 did overtake him 
At laſt; eves a publick Rejection: 
The King diſcovered him in the Face 
Jof all there preſent. How cameſt thou 
in hither © My Father did not bring 
hee hither, I did not bring tl hee hither,” - 
ſy Spirit did not bring thee hither, 
Thou art not of the Heavenly F ather's 
Flanting, How cameft thou in hit her ? 
He that cometh not in at the Door, but 
limbcth up ſome other Way, the ſame is 4 
Thief and a Robber [e]. This Text. 
alſo is full, and plain to our Purpoſe; 
for this Man came not in by the Door, 
et got into the Church, he got in by. 
6 Flimbing; he broke in at the Win- 
7 Pows; he got * of the Light 
5 | and 
, J Matt 11. 17, 12. | e] John X. I. 


— 


on 
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the King of him? Why this is his 


—_—— 


Wedding-garment, had a Thief in his 


tring by the Door. 


and Glory of the Goſpel of our Tony: 
eſus Ehn in his Head; and ſo (hardy 
retch that he was) he preſumed te 
eroud himſelf among the Children 
But how is this reſented ? What faith 


Sign, The ſame is a Thief and a Robber, 
See ye here alſo, if all they be owned 
as the Planting of God, that get into 
his Church, or Profeſſion of his Name. 
Had a Tig- tree. Had one without 3 


Garden, at his Wedding, in his Houſe. 
Theſe climbed up ſome other Way. 
There are many Ways to get into the 
Church of God, and Profeſſion of hisn 
Name, beſides, and without an en- 


1. There is the Way of 18 1. 
- Diſſembling, and at this Gap the Gibeon Ve 
tres { 4] got in. 2. There is ſometimes} 
Falſeaes amongſt ſome Paſtors, either 
for the Sake of carnal Relations, or 
the like; at this Hole Tobiah ſe 'the 
5 of God got in. 3. There is 
ſometimes PE, and beg 
ncir- 


\ Fl Joſhua ix. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 8, 9. le] Neh. 9 


xiii. 4, 5, 6. 


The 2 7 FL - 3 25 
rd? acircumſpectneſsi in the ede . 
dyÞhus [/ the Uncircumciſed get in. 


ene never ſo circumſpect, yet theſe have 
cho much Help from the Devil, that 
nis bey beguile them all, and ſo get in. 
er TTheſe are of that Sort of Thieves that 
edi complains of ; Falſe- Bret hren 
brought-in unacvares 29. Jude alſo cries 
out of theſe, certain Men crept in un- 
awares [J. Crept iu. What l were 
hey ſo lowly ! A voluntary Humility, 
; a ny, of the [+] Body, not in 
Honour. Oh ! how ſeemingly 
hel Felke den ping are ſome of theſe creep- 
i58ng Things, that are yet to be held 3; 
as we ſhall KNOW them) an Aba 

ion to Iſrael | 7 


all But in a great Houſe, there are not only = 
Weſſels of Gold, and of Silver, but alſo ß 
es boa, and of Eartb, and ſome to Honour, 
er nad ſome to Diſponour [. By theſe 7 

2r Words the Apoſtle ſeems to take it 

xe For granted, that as there hath been, 

is 0 there ſtill will be, theſe kind of Fig- 

h B trees, 

4 67 "AY xliv _y [el Gal. 3 r „ 


*] Jude 4. [4] Col ii. 22, 3 fk. 
x1, 45» 4 [4] 2 Tim, 1 11; 20. „ 


to. Sometimes again, let the Church | 


The Barren Fig-Tree. | 
3” theſe barren Profeſſors in the} 
_ Houſe, when all Men have done what: 
they can: Even as in à great Houſe, 
there are rIways Veſſels to Diſhonour, as 
well as thoſe to Honour and Glory; 
Vedſſſels of Wood and of Earth, as well 
as of Silver and Gold So then there 
muſt be wooden: Profeſſors in the Gar- 
den of God, there muſt be earthy, 
earthen Profeſſors in his Vineyard; but! 
that methinks is the biting Word, and | 
| Fame to Diſbonour. That to the Romany © 
[] is dreadful, but this ſeems to go! 
eyond it: That ſpeaks but of the 
Reprobate in general, but this of ſuch f 
in particular. That ſpcaks of thei 
hardening but in the common Way 
but this, that they muſt be ſuffered tq 2 
creep into the Church; there to fi, 
themſelves for their Place, their own 9 
Place n], the Place prepared foi 
them of this Sort only. As the Lordi. ſe 
Jieſus ſaid once of the Phariſees, Theſſ 
Pall receive greater Dannati 215 | 
Barren Fig tree, Fruitleſs Profeſſor 
Haſt thou conſidered that this Fig-zre 


4 
LI Rom. ix. 21, 22. [n] Acts i 25. L] Luk 
. +7: | i N 
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C 
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but is denied to be of his Planting, 


ding? Doſt thou not ſee thou art cal- 
led 2 Thief and a Robber, that. haſt ci- 
ther climbed up to, or crept in at an- 


y, wooden and earthly Profeſſors ; and thar 
no Place will ſerve to fit thoſe tor Hell, 


u 
but the Houſe, Church, the Vineyard 
„of God! Barren Fig-tree, fruitleſs Chri- a 


> _—_ doth not thine Ears tingle? 


1 When a Man hath got a profeſſion, 
t and is crouded into the Church and 


6 Houſe of God, the Queſtion is not 


% nb, Hath he Life, hath he right 
0 Principles, but hath he Fruit? He came 
ri ſeeking Fruit thereon. It mattereth not 


who brought thce in hither, Whether 
God or the Devil; or thine own vain- 
Yr 3 Heart: Bat haſt thou Fruit & 


4 Doſt thou bring forth Fruit unto God? 
iY And let every one that nameth the Name 
” Y the Lor Jeſu 5 25 Aepart from 


Lr 1. 


The n F. Tree Yee. 27 
el is not acknowledged of God tothe his, 


and of his bringing unto his Wed- 


other Place than the Door? Doſt thou 
not hear, there will be in God's Houſe 


912 THe] came and ſought Fruit hae 
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28 The Barren Pig-Tre. jk 
Inigulty ſo]. He doth not ſay, And yy 


„„ 


let cvery one that hath Grace, or let 
thoſe that have the Spirit of God 


but let every one that nameth the Name of 


#he Lord Feſus Chriſt, depart from Ini- | 
quzity. „ „ 1 
i What do Men meddle with Religion 
for? Why do they call themſelves by 

the Name of the Cork Jeſus, if. they 

Have not the Grace of God, the Spirit 
of Chriſt p]. God therefore expeHeth 
"Fruit What do they do in the Vine- 
yard? Let them work, or get them 
out, the Vineyard muſt have Labour- 
ers in it: Son, Go to work To-dayin my 
Vineyard [q]. Wherefore, Want of 


Grace, and Want of Spirit, will not 


keep God from ſeeking Fruit; Aud he 
care and fought Fruit thereon, He re- 
quireth that which he r] ſeemeth to 


have: Every Man in the Vineyard and 


Houſe of God, promiſeth himſelf, 
profeſſeth to others, and would have 
all Men take it for granted, that an 

VVV haeavenly 


lo 1 Tim. ii. 19. [/] Rom. viii. O. Matt, 
RX. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5+ [9] Matt, xxi, 28. (] Luke 
s XX. 39. ; 0 | | . | | 2 >» -> 


< - 


- 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. „ 
# heaverily Principle is in him. Why a 
then ſhould not God ſeck Fruit? 
* As for them therefore, that will re- 
| tain the Name of Chriſtians, fearing 
God, and yet make no Conſcierce'of 
| bringing forth Fruit to-him : He faith . | 
to ſuch,, Away: As for you, go ye, ſerve 
every one his Idols, and hereafter alſo, if 
ye will not hearken unto me | «|. Barren 
Fig tree, doit thou hear? God expect- 
eth Fruit, God calls for Fruit, yea, 
God will ſhertly come ſeeking Fruit on 
- & this barren Fig-tree. Barren Fig-tree, 
either bear Fruit, or go out of the 
Vineyard; (and yet then thy Caſe will 
be unſp cakably damnable.) Yea, let 
me add, If thou ſhalt neither bear 
t Fruit, nor depart, God will take his 
Name out of thy Mouth [t]- He will 
-& have Fruit. And I ſay farther, if 
>| thou wilt do neither, yet God in Ju- 
LE ftice and Righteouſneſs will ſtill come 
fer Fruit. And it will be in vain for 
| thee to count this Auſterity; He will 
1 reap where he hath not ſowed, and gather 
' where he bath uot ftrewed [u |. Barren 
Fg tree, doſt thou hear? Q. 


L] Fzek. xx. 39. [4] Jer? «liv. 26. [0] Mat. 


WY Xxy.: 24; 251 26. Ny 
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Iniquity may, hide themſelves and Sins 
from God. Some of Old thought, 
that becauſe they could cry, The Tem- 


that therefore they were delivered, or 
had a Diſpenſation to do the Abomi- 
natlons which they committed; as 
ſome in our Days. For, who, ſay 
| they, have a Right to the Creatures, 
it not Chriſtians, if not Profeſſors, if 


1 - SHA 8 S LL AL , OCW 2 RD ud 
not UnuTrocn-rritinvncrs Fs! ? And from | 


this Concluſion let go the Reins of 
1 their inordinate Aﬀections after Pride, 
Ambition, Gluttony, pampering them- 
ſelves without Fear [y, daubing them- 
d'w ſelves with the Luſt-provoking Faſhions 
of the Times; to walk with ſtretched 
i out Necks, naked Breafts, frizled Fore- 
tops, wanton Geftures, in gorgeous 
Apparel, mixt with Gold and Pearl, 
Wi fo] Jer. viii. 4 f, 6. 7. c. 0] Jude 12. 


* 


* 


= Q. What! if. a Man have no Erace? 
A. Yes; ſeeing he hath a Profeſſion. 55 


And be came and ſoug bs Fr wit [thereon.) | 


A Church then, and a Profeſſion, jj 
are not Places where the Workers of 


ple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, | 


pm 4. bn} 


A > wu = 2 
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and coſtly Array. I will not here make 
Inſpection into their Lives, their Car- 
riages ar Home in their Corners, and 
@ ſecret Holes: But certainly, Perſons - 
thus ſpirited, thus principled, and 
thus inclined, have but empty Boughs, 
Boughs that want the Fruit that Ged 
expects, a and that God will come down 
to ſeek. 

Barren Fig- tree, thou art got licenſed 
by thy Profeſſion, nor by the Lord of 
the Vineyard, to bear theſe Cluſters of 
Gomorrah : Neither ſhall the V7 neyard, 
nor thy being crouded among the Trees 
there ſbelter thee from the Sight of the 
Eye of God. Many make Religion 
their Cloak, and Chriſt their Stalking | 
J- horſe, and by that Means cover tnems, 

5 ſelves, and hide their own Wickedneſg 
from Men: But Goa ſeeth their Hearts WM 
[2], bas his Print upon the Heels of «x 
their Feet, and pondereth all their 
Goings : And at laſt, When their Ini» | 
quity is found to be hateſul, he will 

either ſmite them with Hardneſogef. 


F %s 


— 


wv Hs e 


K 


i way 


Heart, and ſo leave them, or awaken [7 | al 


B 4. N them 


Wil l.uke xvi. TA e e 27. Prov. v. 21 
id Ii. 2 1 8 , . | | 
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them to bring lorth Fruit. Fruit he * 
looks, for, ſccks and expects, barren 
„ =. 
But what! Come into the Preſence 5 
41 of God to fin: What! Come into the . 
Preſence of God tt hide thy Sin. Alas, 
Ah; Man! the Church is God's Garden, 
and Chriſt Jeſus 18 the great Apoſtle 
and High- Prieſt of our Profethon. 
What! Come into the Houſe that is 
called by' my Name [a]! into the 
Plece where my Honour awelleth J! 
where mine Eyes and Heart are con- 
tinually ! What, come there to Lis 
| Wo. hide thy Bs to cloak thy Sin! 
18 Plants are an Orchard: with 
Pleaſars / . And evcry Lime he . 
gocth into his Garden, it is to ſec the 
Fruits of the Valley; and to 1ce if 
the Vine flouriſh, and it he Pome- 
| Sgpares Hud, irc p 
Yea, faith he, He came ae ſeeking * rnit 


a 


= 
; 3 4 
on this Fig tree he Church is the . 
Place of God's Delight; where he 1 
evkr. defircs to be; 3 chere he is Night 
1271210 5 and Wt 
Ca) Heb. 11. 1. Jer. vii. . $730, . [6] Pal. 4 
XXVI. 8. I Rings 1 IN, 5. . $i Song 1 IV. 13, I 4., 
I Mia vi 11. 
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and Day. „He is there to ſeck for 
Fruit; to ſeek for Fruit of all, and 
every Tree of the Garden. Where- ; 
fore aſſure thyſelf, O fruitlefs One, 
that thy Ways muſt needs be open be- 
tore the Eyes of the Lord. One black 
> I Gicep is ſoon eſpied, although in com- 
- Þ pany with; that is taken with the firſt 
Caſt of the Eyc; its different Colour 
ſtill betrays it. 1 ſay therefore, A 
Church and a Profe ſſion are not Places 
where the Workers of Iniquity may 
- & hide themſelves from God, that ſeeks 
for Frult. Ah Vinepara, faith God, 
which is mine, is before ae CY 


Aud be cane and ſought Trait 22 
Land found none. 


Barren Fagutriee; hearken, Fhy conti- 
vual non-bearing of Fruit, is a dreadfut 
Sign that thou art to come to a dreadfut 
nua, as the winding-up of this Fare: = 

ple concludeth. ; 
And: found. none. Nees at all, or ae, 
to God's liking: For when he faith, 
He cams n Fruit a * means 


Song viii. kz. 


83 Fruit = 


34 The Barren Fig-Jre. 
Pruit meet for God ſe], pleaſant Fruit, 
mY Fruit good and ſwect. . 5 
Ar Alas! It is not any Fruit will ſerve; 
bad Fruit is counted none. Every Tree 
that bringeth forth not good Fruit, 1s | 
 hewn down and caft into the Fire | f |. 
1. There is a Fruit among Proteſ- 
ſors that withers, and ſo never comes 
to be ripe; a Fruit that is ſmitten in 
the Growth, and comes not to Maturity, 
and this is reckoned 10 Fruit. This 
Fruit thoſe Profeſſors bear, that have 
. many fair Beginnings, or Bloſſoms; that 
make many fair Offers of Repentance 
and Amendment; that begin to pray 
to reſolve, and to break off their Sing 
dy Righreouſneſs ; but ſtop at thoſq 
Be ginnings, and bring forth no Frui 
to Perfection. This Man's Fruit is wif | 
thered, wrinkled, ſmitten Fruit, and 
is in Effect, no Fruit at alt. 
2. There is an haſiy:;Eruit, ſuch a 
is the Corn upon the Houſe-top g], of 
hat which ſprings up on the Dung bil 
that runs up ſuddenly, violently, wit! 
1 * great Statks, and big Shew, and yet 
uf proves empty of Kernel. This Fru 


y 

; ” 
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is to be found in thofe Profeſſors, that 


on a ſudden are io awakened, fo con- 
vinced, and jo affected with their Con- 
dition, that they ſhake the whole Fa- 


emily, the End-ſhip, the whole Town. 


x1 


| For awhile they cry haftily, vchement- 
ly, dolefully, mournfully; and yet all 


is but a Pang, an Agony, a Fit, they 
bring not forth Fruit with Patience. 


Theſe are called thoſe haſty Fruits, 
that ſball be as a fading Flower (bj. A 


There is a Fruit that is vile, and 
Il taſled [i], how long ſoever it be in 
growing [&| ; the Root is dried, and 
cannot convey a Sufficiency of Sap to 


the Branches to ripen the Fruit. Theſe 
arc the Fruit of ſuch Profeſſors, whoſe 
Heart is eſtranged, from Communion 


with the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Fruit 


groweth from rhemſalves 2) from their 


Parts, Gifts, Strength of Wit, natu- 


ral or moral Principles. Theſe, not- 
withſtanding they bring forth Fruit, 
are called empty Vines; ſuch as bring 
not forth Fruit to God. | 
| un beir Roat is dried up, they Pull? bear 

Bo ' 


= 0 Laa. XXVUL.. 4. L] Jer. a; 01 Nac! ix. - [4 
15. ({] Hol. x. 1. | 
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no Inuit 5, yea, though they bring for th, 


yet 2011 2 even be beloved Fruit of G 


their Womb. 2 
4. There is a Foie that js wild. Ti 
looked for Grapes, aud it brought forth 


wild Grapes in. I obſerve, That as þ 


there arc Trees and Herbs that are whol- 
Jy right and noble, fit indeed for the 
Vineyard; ſo there are alſo. their Sen- 


btance, bar wild; bot right, but 1gno- 


ble. There is the Grape and the Mild- 
"grape; the Vine and the i d. vine; the 
Koje and the Canker-roſe ; Hewers and 
Mild flowers; the Apple and the Wild- 
afple, which we call the Crab. Now 


Fruit from theſe wild Things, hows- | 
ever they may pleaſe the Children to 
play with, yet the prudent and gravs | 


count. them of little or no Valus. 
5 here are alſo in the World a e 
tion of Profeflors, that notwithſtand 
ing their Protcition are wild by Na- 
ture; yea, ſuch, as were never cut out, 


or offs, from the Vila Olive- tree, nor no- 


ver yet planted into the. good Olive- 
tree. Now theſe can brivg nothing 
| olrth but Wild Clive-berries, they can- 

not 
* Iſaich v. 4. N 
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not bring forth Fruit ants Gd. Such 
are all thoſe that have lightly taken up 
a Profeſſion, and crept into the Vinc- 

ard without a New-birth, and the 


Bleſſing of Regeneration. 


There is alſo untimely FN 
Even as a Lig: tree caſteth her Untimely- 
figs u]. Fruit out of Scaſon, and ſo 


no Fruit to God's liking. 


There are Tuo Sorts of Profeſſors 
e to bring forth untimely Fruit. 
They that bring torth (Fruit) 

700 fun 


2. They that bring forth (Fruit) = 


Too late. 


Lirſt, They that bring forth 200 eon. 
They are fuch as at preſent receive the 
Word with To, and auon before they 


have Root downwards, they thruſt 


forth upwards ; but having % Rcot, 
when the Suu arileth they are ſinitten, 
and miferably die without Fruit. Theſe _ 
Profeſſors arc thoſe light and incenſi- 
derate Ones, that think nothing but 
Peace will attend the Goſpel ; and ſo 
anon rejoice at the "Tidings, "vithogr 
Ing the Tn : Wherefore 
when 
12 Rev. vi. 13. | 


3 The Barren N Tree. | 
when the Trouble comes, being un- 
armed, and ſo not able to ſtand an 
longer, they die, and are wine 
and bring forth no Fruit. He that re- 
ceiveth the Seed into flony Places, the ſame 
"is be that heareth the Word, and anon 
" with Foy receiveth it, yet hath he no Root 
in himſelf, but dureth for a while ;, for | 
when Tribulation or Perſecution ariſeth, 
- becauſe of the Word, by and by they are | 
offended (e. There is in 1/aiah xxviii. 
mention made of ſome, Whoſe glorious 
Beauty ſball be a fading Flower, becauſe 
it is Fruit before Summer p.. Both 
' theſe are untimely Fruit. 
Secondly, They alſo bring forth un- 
timely Fruit, that ſtay 77// lh Seaſon is 
over. God will have his Fruit in His 
Scaſon; I ſay, he will receive them of 
fuch Men as ſhall render them to him 
in their Seaſons 2; the miſſing of the 
Seaſon is dangerous, ſtaying till the 
Door is ſhut [x], is dangerous. Many 
there be that come not till the Flood 
of God's Anger is raiſed, and too deep 
for them to wade n Surely, in 
ö 


0 Matt. Xl. 30. 21, 15 Iaiah xxviii. 4. | 
00] © Matt. i. 41, J 2³¹⁴ xxv. 1% 11. 
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a the Floods of great Waters they [all not 
come nigh unto bim [s.] E. ſau's aſter- 


xill. 2 5. 26, 27. De] tid Viil. 14. 
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ward is fearful : For ye know, that af 
terward, when be would have inherited 


& the Bleſſing, be was rejected; for be found - 


no Place of Repentance, though be ſought , 
it carefully with Tears (i), 

So the Children of "Ifradl, they 
brought to God the Fruits of Obedi- 
ence. too late; their Lo, we be here, 
came too late; "their We will go up Lu], 
came too late. The Lord had Lond | 
befors that they fbould nos poſſeſs the Lan 
121 All wn. are packs 7 er torth 
untimely Fruit { y]. It is the Dad Hap 
t the Reprobate todo all Things too 
late | z to be ſenfible of his want of 


Grace, too late [a]; to be ſorry for 


Sin, too late [h]; to ſeck Repentanec, * 


too late; to ask for Mercy, and to 


Neher to g⁰ to Glory, too late. 


Thus you ſee that Fruit ſmitten © Ml 


in LS Growth, that withereth, and that 


| comes not to ro Maturity, is no "Fond Fel: 


2, That 
to Pfal. Kxxii. 6. [.) Heb. xii. 5 . 


[=] Numb. xiv. 40, 41, 42 [x] Ver. 21, 


22, 23. Do] Matt. xxv. 10. Ibid xxvii. 3. 
=] Gen, iv. 13, 4 14%] Heb. xii. 17. Le Lake 


40 The Forth Fit ja-tree. { 
2. Thar bat Fruit, ok as the CornÞ 
p on the Houſe-top {c 4 oy withereth alſo 

before it growethupſe, and is no Fruit. 
3, hat the Fruit that is wile Lf Þ | 
{a and ill taſted, is no Fruit. 
* 


4. That wild Fruit, Wd: grapes [ 8], ; 
are n Fruit. 

5. That antimely F ruit, ſuch a as comes 
700 ſoon, or that comes too late, ſuch as 
come not in their Scafon, are 10 1 ruit. 


4 


* 


* Ard be came aud ſought 250 ruit thereon, 
| id Hund none. 


Nothing will d but Frbite H. Jooked | 
72 Grapes; when 1he Time of Fruit drew | 
near, he ſent his Servaits to the Husbahtl- 
een 7hat they might receive the Fruit of 
I | 1 . > 

| 


8 Dneft. But what Fruit doth God 
expect . 

Auſww. Good F ruit. Every Tree that 
_ bringeth forth uot good Fruit, is hewn 
don (i), Now before the Frutt can | 
de good, the Trec muſt be good; for 
© good Fruits Make not a a good Tree; 1 
but 


Ja] Pfal. exxix. A ae Jer. ii. 4. 7 Iſa. v. 4. 
fe] Lev. vi. {4 Male XXL 3+ C1 * 16 MIS. 


F 
| 
| 
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bat a god Tree bringeth forth goed Fruit 
Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs 
| of Thiſlles (æ). A Man muſt be good, 
© clic he can bring forth no good 5 ruit; 


he muſt have Righteouſneſs imputed, 


that may ſtand good in God's Sight 

from the Curſe of the Law. He muſt 
have a Principle of Righteouſneſs f in 
his Soul, elſe how ſhould he bring forth ; 


20006 Fruits; and hence it is, that a 


| Chiiftian's Na are called, The H ruits 
of the Spirit (J, the A ruits of Right celle | 


%, which are by Feſus Chriſt (in). 


1 he Fruits of the Spirit, therciore the 
Spirit muſt be there; the Fruits of 


Righrcoutr :els,. therefore Righteouſ- 


necks muit V be there: But to parti- | 


cularize in 2 few Things briefly. 
Jin, God cxvectcth Fruit that will 


| anſwer, and be worthy of the Repen- 
tance which thou ſeigneſt thy felf to 


have. Every one in a Profeſſion, and 


that bath crœuded into the Vincy ard, 
pretend eth to Repentance. - Now of bes 


ry ſuch Soul, God cx pecteth that the 


Fruits ot Repenrance "be {ound to at- 


tend 


a (Lüke vi. 43. 44,45. Matt. vi. 16. 775 12, 
19,20; (J Gal. v. 22, 233. k 
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' ſenſible of the Evil of Sin Now then, 


tend them. Bring forth therefore Fruits 

meet for Repentance (n), or anſwerable 
to thy Profeſſion of the Doctrine of Wc 
Repentance. Barren Fig- tree, Seeing Wc 

thou art a Profeſſor, and art got into It 
I 


the Vineyard, thou ſtandeſt before the 
Lord of the Vineyard, as one of the 
Trees of the Garden: Wherefore he 
looketh for Fruit ſrom thee, as from the 
-.reft of the Trees in the Vineyard; Iruits 
(e), I fay, and fuch as may declare 
thee in Heart and Life, one that hath 
made ſound Profe ſſion of Repentance. } 
By thy Profeſſion thou haſt ſaid, I am 


is 


; live ſuch a Life, as declares that thou | 
art ſenſible of the Evil of Sin. By 
thy Profe ſſion thou haſt ſaid, Tam ferry} 
for my Siu. Why then live ſuch a Lite Fe, 
as may declare this Sorrow. By thy tr 
Profeſſion thou haſt ſaid, Tam aſbamed re 
5 of my Sin (p) Aye, but live ſuch a Wh 
vite, that Men may ſee thy Shame for We, 

TS Sin (9). | By thy Profe ſſion thou ſayeſt, 52 
bade turned frum, and left off,, and am pe 


=, beco1:6 Ine 


tl 


* 


e) Matt. fl. 98 (le) Pal. li. 4. B. xxxviii. 4. 
Teid. xl. 12. % [hid $xXxviil. 18. Ia. Ix. 22 
( Jer Xxx1. 15. | | 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 43 
' Whecome an Enemy to every Appearance 7 
Evi (r). Ah! But doth thy Lite and 
[Converſation declare thee to be ſuchan 
one? Fake heed, barren [ig-tree, leſt Mil 
thy Life ſhould give thy Profeſſion the 
ye. I ſay again, Take tHeed, for 
God himſelf will come for Fruit; And 
be ſought Fruit thereon, n 
You have ſome Profeſſors, that are 
only Saints before Men, when they are 
ſbroau, but are Devils and Vipers at 


r e 3 FI at Poke: 


——— — ðVwð2ꝛ— — — — - — — 
wy” q ' N r : - == 
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Home; Saints by Profeſſion, but Devils 

by Practice; Saints in Word, but Sin- | 
2 Iners in Heart and Life. "Theſe Men 8 
may have the Profeſſion, but they want j 


the Fruits that become Repentance. _ 
Barren Fig-tree / Can it be imagined 
that thoſe that paint tnemieivcs, did 
ever repent of their Pride; or that 
thoſe that purſue this World, did cyer 
repent of their Covetouſueſs; or that 
thoſc who walk with wanton Eyes, did 
ever repent of their Luſts. Where, 
Warren Fig-tree, is the Fruit of theſe 
Peoples Repentance? Nay, do they 
Inot rather declare to the World, That - 
they have repented of their Profeſſion? 
7 ; EE their 
(7) Adds xxvi. 18. 1 Theſſ. v. 22. 455 
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their Fruits look as if they had. Their. 
Pride ſaith, they have Need of their 
that they are weary of depending upon 
\ Where is thy Fruit, barren läg tree; 
Ged (5) ; it is called Repertance from 


Sorrow, that worketh Repentance to Sal 


' 4$gair:ſt Sin; thy Fear of oſtending; 


Thought of Diſobedience? 


Remainders of Corruption? Where | 
thy Scli-abnorrence, thy Bluſhing be = 
tore God for the Sin that is yet behind tl 


== 
— 


—ͤͤ— ͤZx—J— 
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Humility; their Covetouſneſs declareth, 


God; and doth not thy wanton Actions 
Heel: are, that thou abhorreft Chaſtity | 91 


Repentance is not only a Sorrow, and 
a Shame for, but à turning from Sin to 


a md ww A £© «aa. yp. wa 


dead Works.” Haſt thou that godly 


vation, never to be repented of (t)? How 
doſt thou ſhew thy Care fulneſs, and 
clear ag. of thy ſelf; thy Indignation 


Fr vehement Deſire to walk with Goc; 
thy Zeal for his Name, and Glory in 
the World ; an j what Revenge hatt 
thou' in thy Heart againſt every 


But where is the Fruit of this Re- 
pentance? Where is thy Watching“ 
thy Faſting, thy Praying againſt tha 


5 Wher 


(3, Keb. vi. (e) 2 Cor. vii. 10, 11. 


74 


The Barren Fig-tree. as. 


Wbere is thy Tendernels of the Name 
h. Jef God and his Ways? Where is thy 
Self- denial and Contentment? How 
doſt thou ſhew before Men, the Truth 
Jof thy turning to God? Huſt thou re- 
» vounced the hidden Things of "Diſhonefty, 
Hot walking in Covetouſueſs (u)? Canſt 
thou commend thyſelf to every Man's 
Conſcience in the Sight of God? ' 


Aud he ſought Fruit thereon. | 


_ Secondly, God expeffith Her that 
ball anſwer that Faith which thou makeſt 
ML rofeion of. The Profeſſor that is got 
Minto the Vineyard of Ged, doth feign 
that he hath the Faith, the Faith moſt 
holy, the Faith of God's Ele#, Ah! 
but where are thy Fruits, barren Fig- 
tree ? The Faith of the Romans was 
poken of throughout the whole World; and 
ſibe Theſſalonians Vaith grew exceedingly. 
i Thouprofeſſeſt to believe thou halt a 
i Share in another World; Haſt thou let 
go this, barren Fig-trec ? Thou pro- 
4 feſſeſt thou believeſt in Cbriſt; Is he 
0 thy Joy, and the Life of thy Soul 2 
- | + Lea, 


e 


46 1 The Barren Fiz-Tree. = 
Yea, what Conformity unto Him, toi 
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N N is Sorrows and Sufferings? What 

1 Reſemblance hath his Crying (x) and 
+48 Groaning, and Bleeding, and Dying 
1 wrought in thee ? Doſt thou bear in 
thy Body the Dying of the Lord je-. 
Tus ? And is alſo the Life of Feſus mad: 
manifeſt in thy mortal Body ? Barren 

Fig - tree, Shew me thy Faith by thy 

Works (y). Shew out of 4 good Converſa- 
tion thy Works with Meeknefs of Wiſdom. il | 
Wat Fruit, what Fruit, Barren Fig- 
tree, what Degree of . N 
for Faith purifies the Heart (z) What 


Love to the Lord Jeſus ? for Faith 
wor ket h by Love (a). 5 
"Thirdly, God expecteth Fruits, ac- 
cording to the Seaſons of Grace thou art 

under, according to the Kain that com- 
eth upon thee Perhaps thou art plant- 

ed in a good Soil, by great Waters, 
that thou mighteſt bring ferth Branches, 
and bear Fruit; that thou mighteſt be 
2 goodly Vine cr Fig- tree: Shall he 
not therefore ſeek for Fruit, for Fruit 
anſwerable to the Means © Barren Fig- 
8 n 

(I Phil. iii. 8, 9, 10. (y) James ii. 18. Bid 
iii. 15. (z) Acts xv. 9. (a) Gal. v. 6. 
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| The Barren Pig-Tree. 47 
to tree, God expects it, and will find it 


too, if ever he bleſs thee. For the Earth 
which drinketh in the Rain that comes o 


upon it, and bringeth forth Herbs meet for 
bim by whom it is dreſſed, receives Bleſſing 


from God; but that which beareth Thorns 


and Briars is rejected, and is nigb anto 


Curſing, whoſe End is to be burnt (b). 


Barren Soul! How many Showers of 
Grace, how many Dews from Heaven, 
how many times have the SilverStreams 


of the City of God run gliding by thy 
Roots, to cauſe thee to bring fofth i ruit (c). 
Theſe Showers and Streams, and the 
Drops that hang upon thy Boughs, 


will be accounted for (4): And Will 


they not teſtify againſt thee, that thou 


oughteſt of right to he burnt (e) Hear, 


and tremble, O thou barren Profeſſor ! 


Fruits that become the Profeſſion 'of the 
Goſpel, the God of Heaven expeeth (f). 
The Goſpel hath in ic Forgiveneſs of 


x 


Sins, the Kingdom of Heaven, and 


eternal Life (g): But what Fruit hath | 
thy Profeſſion of a Belief of theſe: 


WR 
Heb. vi 7, 8, (% Rem 1 1, (6 
*. e266 | 


te) -1 Cor. vi. 20. 
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&\ of The Barren Fig-Tree. 


Haſt thon 


Life? given ye to the 


Lord, and is all that thou haſt, to be 


| ard for his Name in this World 0 


with a Price, Even the Price of Chriſt's 
precious Blood 2 


Fourthly, The Fruit that God ex- 


Trees are Trees, of Righteouſneſs, the 
planting of the Lord, that he may be glo- 
riſied (); Fruit that taſteth of Heaven, 
Abundance of ſuch Fruit: For herein, 


ye bring forth much Fruit (i). 
of all kinds, neu, and old, the Fruits of 


* the Spirit is in a/l Goodneſs, and Righte- 


ouſneſs, and Truth. Fruits before the 
World, Fruits before the Saints, Fruits 
before God, Fruits before Angels, 

O ͤ my Brethren! What manner of 


all ſay, I am the Lord's; and another 


foal call __ by. the Name of Jacob; 
and 


(b) lab Ixi, 3. (i) John xv. 8. 


Things put forth in thy Heart and | 


pecteth is ſuch, as 7s meer for himſelf; 
Fruit that may glorify God: God's | 


faith Chriſt, ic my Father glorified, that | 
Fruits 


V ought we to be, who have ſub- | 
| ſcribed to the Lord, and have called 
ourſelves by the Name of Ifracl ? One 


Doſt thou walk like one that is bought 'þ 


— V . A — on 4 


The Barren g- 7 ree. 40 


and another ſpall ſubſcribe with his Hand 'Y 
Wl unto the Lord, and ſirname himſelf by the* WM 

Name of Iſracl (e). Barren Fig-tree,, 
haſt thou ſubſcribed, haft thou calle 
thyſclt by the Name of Jacob, and 
wrnamed thyſelf by the Name of I/rael®' ü 
All this thou pen to (D, wo 
art got into the Vineyard, who arts 1 
placed among the Trees of the Garden. 
of God : God doth therefore look fol- ü 
ach Fruit as is worthy of his Name, ass | | 
is meet for him As the poſtle taith, 4 
We ſbould walk worthy of God ; that is, 4 


ww CT *'OUi*'  , UpP tw 
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ſo as that we may ſhew in every Place, 
+ that the Preſence of God is with us, 
; bis Fear in us, and his Majeſty and : 
Authority upon cur Actions. Fruigh\ 
Incet for him, ſuch a N r= upon 
. (him, ſach Truft in his Wor} » ſuch Sa- 


tisfaction in his Preſence, ſuch a truſt= 
ing of him with all my Cuncerns, and 
uch Delight in the Enjoyment of him, 
hat may demonſtrate that his : ear is in my 
Heart, that my Soul is wrapt up in 
him, and that my Body and Soul, and 
Eſtate, and all, are in Truth, through 
his Grace, at his Diſpoſe. Feat meet ol 
C , 
059 Iſaiah xhv. 3 1 Te ji. 12. 4. 
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50 The Barren g- Tree? 
for him, Hearty 7 Thanks, and bleſſing 


\ 


God for Jeſus, Chriit, tor his good 


Word, for his Free- Grace, for the 


Diſcovery of himſelf in Chriſt to the 
Souls, ſecret Longing after another 
World, Fruit meet tor him. Liberality 


to the poor Saints, to the poor World; 
Life, in Word and Dced exemplary, 
2 patient and quiet enduring f all 
Things, till 1 have done and ſuffered 
the whole Will of God, which he ha h 


appointed for me. That on the good 


Ground are they, which in an honeſt and 
goed Heart, baving heard the Word, k:ep 


it, and bring forth l ruit with Patienci (). 


This is bringing forth Fruit unto Go.. 
Having cur Fruit unto Holineſs, aud our 
End everlaſtiug Lie, Rom. vii. 5 vi. 22. 


and xiv. 8. 
Hiſtbiy, The Lord exrects Fn ruir 835 


coming the Vineyard of God. The Vine- 
yard, laith he, is @ very fruitful Hill a), 

witneſs the Fruit brought forth in all 
Ages? Themoſt barren | recs thar ever 


re in the Wood of this World, when 
planted in this Vineyard, by the God of 


TY ove, what F ruit to God ward have 


they 


en) Ea e re: 60 liaiab v 10 


( 


woos” 


The Barren E je-Tree, 51 


3 they Ln forth? Abel offered the 


more excellent Sacrifice (o). Enoch - 


walked with God Three Hundred Tears; 


Noah by his Life of F aith, condemned 


the World, and became E eir of the Rig hte- 
onſwtſs which is by 1 aith. Abraham left 
bis Country,” and went out after God, mos 
knowing whither he went. Moſes left a 
Kingdom, and run the: Hazard of the 
Wrath of the King, for the Love he had 
to God and Chritt What ſhall T ſay 
of them who had Trials, not acceptiug 


Deliverauce, that they might obtain a bet 
ter Reſurrection © They were floned, they 


| were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 


flain with the Sword : They. wandered. 


about in Sheeps-Skins and Goats-skins,. 
being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented. Peter 


left his Father, Ship, and Nets (p). ; 
Paul turned off from the Feet of Ga- 


maliel. Men brought their Goods and 


Poſſeſſions, (the Price of them) and 
caſt it down at the Apoſtles Feet; and 
otbers brought their Books together, 


and burnt them, curious Books, though 
TY were worth Jiſty Thouſand Pieces 


a 


2 74 4g : ; | „ b 
(% Heb. xi 4, 0,37. ) Matt. iv. 18, 19. 
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of Sifver (992 I could add, How many 
willingly FRred deen! in all Ages, 
and nr All, for the worthy Name of 
the Lord Jeſus, to be racke » ſtarved, 


hanged, burned, drowned, pulled in | 
Pieces, and a Thouſand Calamities. 


Barren Fig. tree, the Vineyard of God 
hath been a fruit ful Place, What doſt 


thou there? What doſt thou bear? 


God expects Fruit according to, or 


becoming the Soil of the Vineyard. 


- Sixthly, The Fruit which God ex- 


ee is ſuch as becometh God's 


usbandry and Labour. The Vinc= 
yard is God's Husbandry, or Tillage, 


Lam the Vine, ſaith Chriſt, and my Ha- 
ther is the Husbandman (r). And again, 


Ja are God's Husbandry, ye are God's 
Bailding (s). The Vineyard, God 
fences it, God gatherethout the Stones, 


God builds the Tower, and the Wine 


preis in the midſt thereof (t). Here 
18 Labour, here is Protection, here is 


removing of Hindrances, here is con- 
venient Purgation, and all that There 


might be Fruit. 


B arren 


iO) Acts xix. 18, 19. 20. Nb. x xv. I, 
6% 1 Cor. iii. 9. (2) Kaub . 


The Barren Fig=Tree. 33 

Barren Tig- tree, What Fruit haſt 
thou? Haſt thou Fruit becoming the 
Care of God, the Protection of God, 
tho Wiſdom of God, the Patience ind | 
Husbandry of God? It is the Fruit of 
the Vincyard that is either the Shame 
or the Praiſe of the Husbandman. 1 
went by the Field of the Slot hiul, ſaith 
Solomon, and by the Vineyard of the Man 
void of U;derflanding. And lo, it was 
grown over nil Thorns, and Nettles bad 
covered the {ace thereof (u). 

Barren Fig-tree, If Men would make 
a Judgment of the Care, and Pains, . | 
and Labour of God in his Church by. 
the Fruit thou bringeſt forth, what. 
might they ſay ; Is he not flothful, is 
he not carcleſs, is he not without Diſ- 
cretion? O! thy Thorns, thy Neithes, 
thy barren Heart, and barren Life, is a 
continual Provecetion to the Eyes of 
his oh or), AS likewiſe a Diſhonour to 
the Glory of his Grace. 
Barre J igatree, Haſt thou heard all 
theſe Things, I will yet add one more. 


| G3 And 


r 8 any 


2 . 
I 
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And he came loc ſoughs F ruit thereon... 


The Queſtion 18 not now, What 
"toy thinkeſt of thyſelf, nor What all 
the People of God think of thee; but, 


when God ſhall ſearch thy Boughs, 


the City (x). Barren Fig-trec, what 


_ himſelf. 
And be came aud ſought Fra thereon, 


Tears I come ſeeking Fruit on this fig tree, 
and find none; cut it down, why cumbreth 
it the Ground? 


Search inte the \Bbughs of a barren Fig 
tree; He tought Fruit, and 1 none, 
8 Von 


(x) Gen xviii. 20, 21, 26, 27. 


what thou fhalt be found in that Day, 
or 


Fruit ? When Sodom was to be ſcarched 
for righteous Men, God would not, in 
that Matter, truſt his faithful Servant 
Abrabam; but ſtill as Abraham inter- 
ceded, God anſwered, If I find Fifty, 
or Forty, or Five there, T will not deſtroy 


| fayeſt thou? God will come down to 
ſee; God will make ſearch for Fruit 


and found nonc.) Then ſaid he 10 the 
ä er efthe Vineyard, Rehold, theſe three 


Theſe Words are the Effect of God's 
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nove to his liking, none pleaſant and 
good. I herefore, firſt, He complains 


of the Want thereof to the Drefler, 
calls him to come, and ſee, and take 
notice of the Tree; then ſigni fied his 
Pleaſure, He will have it removed, 


taken away, cut down from cumbring HY 


the Ground. 

, Obferve, T he barren Fig-treo is the Ob- 
je& ot God's Diſpleaſure,; God can- 
not bear with a {ruirleſs paiement 


l, laid He, 85 61 


Then, after this provocation; ; then, 


after he had ſought and found no Fruit; 


then, this Word (then) doth ſbew us 
a kind of an inward Diſquietneſs; as 


he faith alſo in another Place, upon a 
like -Provocation : Tnen the Anger of 


the Lord, and his Fealouſy ſhall ſmoke 


againſt that Man, and all thi Carſes that 
are written in this Bock ſhall lie upon him, 
and the Lord jball blot out his Name NI | 


under. Heaven (3). 

Then; It iotimateth that he was now 
come to a Point, to a Reſolution what 
BS. to 


(0 Deut. xxix. 18, 19, 20. 
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zo the Dre ff r of this Vineyard, that is, 


Jor' thinks of himſelf on Earth, the 


his Forbearance is abuſed: Bchold, 


eth * all the Time; ; 1 tay, a Remem- 


to do with this Fig-tree. Then ſaid be 


to Jeſus Chriſt; Behold, as much as to 
tay, Come hither, here is a Fi ig-trec in 
My Vineyard, here is a Profeflor in my | 
Church, that is barren, that beareth 
no Fruit. 
Obſerve, However the barren Profeſ- 


Lord crics out in Heaven againſt him. 
And uc go to, Iwill tell you what Iwill 
do to my Vineyard, I will take away the 
Hedge thereof, and it ſball be eaten up; Hrip 
and I will break, down the Walls thereof, m1 
ana it ſball be trodden down (&)., a257 the 

Behold, theſe three Tears I come ſeeking Mi 
Fruit, bes e 

Ohſeerve, Theſe three Years. God cries Nn 
out that his Patience is abuſed, that | 


theſe three Years I have waited, for- 
borne; theſe three Vcars I have Jar. 
red mine Anger; 7. Here fore will I ftretch | 
out mine Hand again ift thee, and deſtroy 
thee, Tam weary with repenting, Jer. xv. G. 
Obſerve, Jheſe rhree Nears, God lay- 


branee 
* Ikiah v. 1 


The Fe, 255 — I 57. 
brance of all the Tine; that a barren 
g Fig-tree, or a fruitleſs Profeſſor, miſ- 


L enderh inihis World, As he ſaith alſo 

3 with his Generation (a). 

| 1 befe three Tears, E5G. E 

O ere, I heſe three Seaſons: God 
reme mbers bon many Seaſons thou haſt 

mit- tent. For theſe three Fears ſig- 


Time of Fruit drew nigh (b), that is, 
about the Scaſon that they begin to be 
ripe, or that according to the Seaſon, 
might o 1ave been, Barren Fig tree, 
thou haſt had Time, Seaſons, Sermons, 
alters Afflictions, Judgments, Mer- 
ics, and what not; and get haſt not beers 
ruitful . Thou haſt had Awakenings, 

Reproofs, Threatnings, Comforts, and 


yet baft not beer fruitful © Thou haſt had 


Patterns, Examplcs, Citations, Proyo- 


Vell, God hath laid up rh). three Tears 
ith himſelf. He remembers cvery 
ime, every Scaſon, every Miniſter, 
\Aliftion, judgment, Mercy, Awak- 


ning, Pattern, Example, Citation, 
C 5 Pro- 
(a) P{alm xcv. 10. (C) Matt, xxi, 34. 


of Jſrael of old, Forty Tears long was 


nity: lo many Seaſons. And when the 


ations, aud ger Haſt not been fruitful - 
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Provocation: He remembers all, as he 

ſaid of Iſrael of old: They have tempted 

me theſe Ten Times, and have not heark- 

ened to my Voice (c). And again, I re- 
member all their Wickedneſs (4) 


Ti beſe three Nears, &c. | 

He ſecks for the Fruit of every Sea- 
fon ; He will not that any of his Ser- 
mons, Miniſters, Afflictions, Judg- 
ments, or Mercies fbould be loſt, or 
ſtand for inſignificant 1 hings; he will 
have accoraing to the Benefit beftoucd: te): 
He hath not done without a Cauſe all 
that he hath done; and therefore h: 
looketh for Fruit; Look to it, tarr: N 
Fig-tree. 
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Ilie ſecking] Fruit. 
' Obſerve, l his Word [ſeeking] ſigni- 
fies a narrow Search For when a Man 
fecks for Fruit on a rec, he gocs round 
it, and round it, now looking i into this 
Bough, and then i into that; he perps 
into the moſt inmoſt Boughs, and the 
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may be thercon. 
Barren * God Wy look 1 into 
„ 
(e) Numb. xiv. 22. (a) For vii. 2 
le) 2 Chron. xxxii. 24, 25. Ezek. xiv, 23. 


* 


lowermoſt Boughs, if Pere Fruit! 


Q k 2 — 2 wo wc 
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all 755 Boughs, he will be with thee in 
thy Bed-truits, thy Midnight- fruits, 
thy Cloſet- fruits, thy Family fruits, 
thy C onverſation-fruits, to ſee if there 
be any among all theſe, that are fit for, - 
or worthy of the Name of the God 'of 
Heaven. He ſees what the Children of 
Iſrac! do in the Dark, Hzek. viii. 12. 
All Things are open unto the Eyes of him 
with whom we have to do, Heb. iv. 12. 


 Sceking Fruit on this | Fig-tree. - 


Obſerve, told you before, that he 
keeps in remembrance the Times and 
m4 that the barren Profeſior had 
wickedly mit ſpent. Now, for as much. 
as he allo poi teth out the Fig-tree, (This 
Fig Trie) it ſheweth that the barren 
Prfefior, above all Profeſſors, is a con- 
tinual Odium to the Eyes of God. This 
Fig-tree, This Man Coniab (, This 
People draw nig h me with their Mouth, 
but have removed their Hearts farfrom 
me (g) God knows who they are among 
all the Thouſand: s of Iſrael, that arc the 
barren and fruitleſs Proteflors: his Lot 
f will fall upon the Head of Achan, tho? 
C 6 "ma 
( ft) Terra 28. (g) ifa. xxix. 13. Matt. xv. 8. | 
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he be hid among Six Hundred Thouſand 

Men. And he breught his Houſbold, Man 

by Man, and Achan, the Son of Carmi, 
the Son of Labdi, the Son of Lerah, of 

the Tribe of Judah, was taken (). This 


is the Achan, this is the Fig-tree, this 


1s the barren Profeſſor. 
dimile There is a Man hath an 
Hundred Trees in his Vineyard, and 
at the Lime of the Scaſon, he walketh 
into his Vincyard to ice how the Trees 


Fouriſh, and as he goes, and views, And 


Pries, and obſerves how they are hanged 
with Fruit; bchold ! he comes to one 
where he findeth nought but Leaves. 
Now he makcs a Stand, looks upon it 
again and again; he looks allo here and 
there, above and below, and if after all 
this ſceking, He fund noiing but Leautes 
thereon, then he begins to call i in Mind, 


how he may know this Tree next Year, 
what ſtands next it, or how far 'tis off 


the Hedge ; but if there be nothing 


there hs may be as a Mark to know | 


it by, then he takes his Hcok, and g 
eth it a private Mark, (and the 3 
ſea 4 Mark upon Cain) G6); ſaying, 5 


h 7 
(0 Joſh. oY . 18, () Gen. iv. 


4 


Vet doth he not cut it down. I will 
try it another Vear; may be this was 


not a hitting Seaſon. Therefore he 


comes again next Year to ſec if now it 


have Fruit; but as he found it before, 
ſo he finds it now barren, barren, every 
Year barren ; he looks again, but finds 
#o Fruit. Now he begins to have ſe- 


cond Thoughts: How ! neither hit Jaft 


Year, nor this. Surely, the Barrenneſs 
is not in the Seaſon; ſure the Fault is 


in the Tree. However, I will ſpare it 
this Year alſo, but Iwill give it a ſecond 
Mark : And it may be, he toucheth it 


with his Tron (k), becauſe he begins to 


be angry. _— 
Well, at the third Seaſon He comes 


again for Fruit, but the third Year is 


like the fr/t and ſecond, uo Fruit get; it 
only cumbreth the Ground : What now 
muſt be done with this Fig-trec? Why, 
The Lord will lop its Boughs with I error (Hz 
yea, the Ihickets of choſe Profeſſors 
with Iron. I have waited, ſaith God, 


theſe three Tears, J have miſſed of Fruit 


theſe three Tears, It hath been a Cum- 


bets: 


(4) Tim iv. 2, | (1) La. X. 33. 34. 


thy ways, fruitleſs Fig tree, Thou haſt 
ſpent this Seaſon in vain. | 
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S1 Ten 
ber- ground theſe three Tears ; Cut it 


down. Precept hath been upon Precept, 


and Line upon Line, one Year after 
anorher, for theſe three Years, but no 
Fruit can be ſcen, | find none, fetch 
out the Axe. I am ſure this is the Fig- 
tree, I know it from the firſt Year; 
Barrenneſs was its Sign then, Barrenmſs 
is its Sign now, make it fit for the Fire, 
The Axe is laid to the Root of the Trees, 
every Tree therefore that bringeth not forth 
good Fruit, *s hewn aoron, and caft i imo 
rhe Fire (in | 
Obſerve, My Brethren, ſeriouſly, 
God's Heart cannot ſtaud towards a bar- 
ren Fig-tree. You know thus it is with 
I yourſelves : If you have a Tree in your 
Orchard, or Vineyard, that doth only 
ll cumber the Ground, you cannot look upon 
that Tree with Pleaſure, with Compla- 
cency and Delight: No, if you do but 
go by it, if you do but caſt your Eye 
upon it; yea, if you do but think of 
that Tree, you threaten it in your Heart, 


ſaying, I will hew thee down ſhortly ; 7 
- will to the Fire with thee ſbortly. And it 


is in vain for any to think of be 
0 


(% Matt. iii 10. 


\ 


- Darren Ls Foes. - 93 
of you to ſhe Favour to the barren Fig- 


tree; and it they mould perſuads, our 


Anſwer is uirelſtible, Jr hid. me ne 
Profit, it takes up room, ani doth no good, 
a better may grow in its room. | 


C ut it down 


Thus when the Godly. among the 


Fews made Pravers that rebellious Iſrael 
might not be caſt ont of the Vineyard 
(n) whar ſaith the Anſwer of God? 
Tc ug Moſes and Samuel ford b fore me, 


det could not my Mind be toward: this Pec= 
ple: e caſt! tlem out of my Preſ nce, 


and let them go forth (o) What a Reſo- 
lurion is here ! Moſes and S muel could 


do almoſt ary thing with God in Pray- 


er. How many Times did Meſcs by 


Prayer turn away God's_ Judgments 


from even Pharaoh b. imſelf ? Yea, bow 
many Times did he by Prayer p: eſetve 
Val, when in the Wiſderneſs, from 
the Anger and. Yrath of Gcd (%)? Su- 
mie is reckoned excellent hs Way s 


yea, ſo excellent, hat when Iſrael had 


done that fearful Thing, as to: reject the 
Lord, and chule em another Ring; 
he 


(2) fer. xiv. 17, 18, 19, 20. (o) Jer. xv. 1. 
vol Pſalm cvi. 2 3. Lid x xcix. 6. 
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he prayed, and the Lord ſpared, and 


forgave them (): But ver neither Ao 


ſes nor Samuel can ſa ve a barren lig tree. 
No; Though: Moſes end Same | food be- 
fore me, tnat is, pleading, aizulng, in- 
terceding. ſuppiicating, and beſcech- 
ing. Jet could 955 wot incline mine Heart to 


; _ TOS: 


Cut i: down: 


hs e, but 1578 it is a Fig-tree, 4 Fig- 


tree! if it was a Thorn, or a Bramble, 


or a Thiſtle, the Matter would not be 


moch; but ir is a Fig-tree, or a Vine: 


Well, but mark the Aniwer of God: 


Son tf Man, what is the Vine-tree, mere 


than an} Tree, or thin # Branch that is 


\ g the Trees of the Foreſt? Shall Wood 


be taken therecf to do any Mor EI Or will 


Man take a Vin thereof to bang any Veſſel 


there-n (r) ? It Trees that are ſet or 
planred jor Fruit, bring not forth that 
Fruit, there is betwixt them and the 


Trees oi the Foreſt, 10 Betterment at 
all, unleſs the Betterment liech in the 


Trees of the Wood, for they are fit to 


build withal; bur a 'Fig-tree or a Vine, if 
they bring not forth Fruit, yea, good Fruit, 


they 


(s) 1 Sam. xii. 7) Bek. xv. 2, 3. 
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they are fit for nothing at all, but to be 

cur down, and prepared for the. Fire, 
and fo the Prophet goes on: Hebold. * | | 
is caft into the hire for Fucl. if it ſerve net . 
for Fruit, it will ſerve for Fuel and ſo the 
Fire drvoureth both che Ends fi it, and the 'F 
Middle of it is burnt (5). 1 


Aye, but thefe Fig-trees and Vine are 
Church- Members, Inhabiters of Feru- WI 
ſalem. So Was the Fig- tree mentioned 4 
in the Text: But what Anſwer hath 4 
God prepared for theſe Objection,? Why, | 
Thas ſaith the Lord God, as the Vine-tree 1 

among the Trees of the Foreſt, which I have WI 
given to the Fire for Fuel, ſo will Igive the ©. ll 
Inhabitants of Jerufalem. Aud I will it 
my Face againſt them, they ſhall go from on | I; ] 
Fire, and another Fire ſhall de- vour them { Q ). 40 
4 

e I. 

The Woman that delighteth in her | 
Garden, if ſhe have a Slip there, ſup- + 
poſe. (if ; it was fruitfal) ſhe would not 1 


22 > 
— — 
A. —_—_—— 


take ve Pounds for it. Yet if it bear ns 
"Tait, if it Wither, and dwindie, and 
ie, and curn Cumber-ground only, it . 
may not fiend in her Garden. Gardens 
and eren are Places for Fruit, for 
Fruit 
* 00 Back. xy. 4 . 0) Ibid XV. Og 7. 
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Fruit according to the Nature of the 
Piant or Flowers. Suppoſe ſuch a 55 
as I told you of befote, ſhould be in 
Your. Garden; and there die: Heuld you 
tet it \gbide in your Garden? No; away 
WEEK. ic, away With it. The Woman 
comes iifto her Garden towards the 
Spring, where firſt, ſhe gives ic a ſtight 
Caſt wich her Eye; then ſhe ſets to ga- 
thering out the Weeds, and Nectles, and 
Stones, takes a Beſom, and ſweeps the 
Walks © This done, ſhe falls to prying into 
her Herbs and Slips, to ſee if cliey live, 
to ſce whether they are likely to grow, 
Now, -if ſhe comes to one that is dead, that 
ſhe is ſure will not grow, up ſhe pulls 
that, and makes to the Heap of Rub. 
biſh wich it, where ſhe deſpiſingly cafts 
it down, and valueth it mo more than a 

| Nettle or a Weed. or than the Duff ſhe 
hath ſwept our of her #alks, Yea, if 
any one that ſee her, ſhould fay, Why 
do you ſo? The Anſwer is ready, "Tis 


dead, *tis dead at Root: If I hadler ith 


. ſtand, "would but have cumbred the 
Ground. ' The firange Slip; (and alſo che 


dead one:) they muſt be an Heap in the Day 
of Grief, and of diſperate Sorrow. (u). 


Cut 


- 


; . f 
, lu) Haiah xvii. 1c, 11. 
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ng 46; it 4 my 


There be 10 Ways of curting own, 
Firſt, When a Man is caſt out af bs 
ine y arg. 
Secondly, W ben a Man is caft; out of 
he World. 
Firſt, When a Man is caſt « our = tha 
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1. B» an immediate Hand of God 


— 4 — 4 


1 urpoſe hath 420 with his Church, 


ree by an immediate Hand, ſmiting his 
oots, blafiing his Branches, a and fo 
akes him away from among his People. 


ot Fruit in me, He, my Facher, taketh 
F way (x). He raketh him out of the 


,odly. There are two Things by 


om among the Children ot God. 
Firſt, Strong Delufions + 
Secondly, Open Fr: frnimefs 


as 


(x) John xv. 2. (5) Laaiah Ixvi- 3: 4. 


— 
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iney ard. And that is done two Ways. 


2. By the Cburch's due Execution of the 
Laws and Crnſures which Cbriſt for that | 


Fir, God cuts down the Barren Fig- 1 


Every Branch, ſaith Chriſt, that bearetb 


hurch, He taketh him away from the 


hich God taketh the barren Profeſſor 


1 . By ftrong Deluſious (Y, ſuch © 
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upon them (a). I will ſmice them with 


Helliſh Deſigns upon them; God will 
ſend them ſtring Peluſſons, that they ma) 


2 barren Profeſſor by open Profaneneſs 75 
There is one that hach taken np a Pro · Ii 
feflion of that wortby Name, the Lord 


Cloak, he lecre etly practiſeth Wicked 


neſs; he is a Glutton, a Drunkard, ot 
* Covetous, or Unclean. Well, Caichf 


fedt ions, | will looſe the Reins of his 


4 
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as beguile the Soul with damnable Do- 
ctrines, that ſwerve from Faith and 
Godlineſs (2) They ba ve choſe their own 
Ways, faith-God, and their Soul delig bi. 
eth in their Abominktions ; ; Talſo will chuſ. 
their Deluſions, and will bring their Fear. 


Blindneſs, and Hardneſs of Heart, and 
failing of Eyes, and will alſo ſuffer 
the Lempter to tempt and effect his 


believe a Lie, that they all be damned, wk 
believe not the Truth, but | bad Pleaſure i ini 


Unrighteoufneſs (b). 
| Secondly, Sometimes God takes away 


Teſs Cbrift ; but this Profeilion i is but a 0 


God, I will looſe the Reins of this Pro- 
feffor, I will give him op #0 his vile Af 


Luſts before him, he 4 mal! be e ntangled 
With 


60 Tf. vi 9, 10. (2) 1 Kings xxii 20, 21; 21 
(e) 2 Theſſ. ii. 11, 12. 5 7 


tome of ungodly Company. Thus they 
hat turn aſide to their own crooked 
ays, The Lord ſhall lead them forth with: 
1 Workers of Iniquity (c). This is with * 
God's Hand immediately: God is now 
ſcaling with this Man himſelf. Barren 
( g tree, hearken: Thou art crouded 
Into a Profeflion, art got among the 
odly, and there art a Scandal to the 
ly and glorious Goſpel; but withal 
o cunning, that like the Sens of Zer- 
iab. thou art too hard for the Church. 


he knows not how to deal with thee: 


Vell, ſaith God, I will deal with that 
Man myſelf: 1 will anſwer that Man by 
elf (05 ; he char ſets up his Idols in 
«ſis Heart, and puts the Stumbling- block 
af nis Iniquity before bis Face, and 


aſfer comes and appears before nie. 1 
Pill ſet ny Face again that Man, and il! 
Pale him a Sign and a Proverb, and Ii 
nut bim off from the mid of my 'Pecple, and a 


45 ſhall knew that I am the Led. 


Bur, Sccondly, God. doth Cneniies A 


7 

| 

But down the barren” Pig - tree by the 

dthurch, by the Church's due Execu- 

| on of the Laws and Cenſures, Which 

2, Chriſt 
90 Palm exxv. 5. (4 Ezck. xiv. 7 8. | 
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ſich his beaftly Luſts, he ſhall be over- - 
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=. 70 75 The Barren FigeTree. 
. Chriſt for that Purpoſe hath left with 2 
his Church (e). This is the Meaning? 
of that in Matt. xviii.. 1 Cor. v. ande 
that in Timothy (), upon which now IN 
ſhall not enlarge. But which Way ſo- , 
eve; God dealeth with thee, O thou har- b 
ren Fig- trie, whether by himſelf iinme- 
diately, or by his Church," it amouns 
to one and the ſame. For if rimely 
Repentance prevent not, The End of 
that Soul is Damnation. They are blaſted 
and withered, and gathered by Men, 
God's Enemies, and at laſt beir g caſt 
into the Fire, Burning muſt be their End 
(. That which beareth Briars and I horns, 
is nigh unto Curſing, whoſe End is 10 be 
burnt (( E 4 AERIE 
Bur again, ſometimes by Cut it down, 
God means, Caſt it out of the World: 
Thus he cut down Nadab and - Abibu, “ 

when be burnt them up with Fire from 
Heaven (i). Thus he car'down Corah, 
Dathan and Abiram, when be made the Br 
Earth to ſwa'low them up (E). Thus he} aſs 
cut down Saul, when be gave bim up 10 fall Irre 
OT OY upon 


e Matt. viii. 17, 18. (/) 1 Tim. i. 20. 

(z) John xv. 6. (% Heb. vi. 8. (i) Lev. x 2 * 

* 1» 2, 3. (4) Numb. xvi. 31, 33, 33. i. 9. 
| : | ” ***„„ N 
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(pon the Edge of bis own Sword, an] died 
M1). Thus he cut daun Ananias and 
apphira bis Wife when he ftruck them 
own dead in the midſi of TE Congregation" 
Wm). I might here alſo diſcourſe of 
tbſalom, 4 bitbophel (n) and 7adas, who 
vere all tyre bang ed; the firſt by Ged's 
evenging Hand, the eber were giren 
1 of God to be their own Execùtion- 
* (o). Theſe were barren and unpro- 
able Fig-tree,, ſuch as God took no f 
leaſure in therefore he commanded, - Wl 
e them down. The Pſalmiſ faith," ; 
, ſhall take them away as with a Whirl. 
ind bath W's and i in bi, Wrath, Pal. 
0 iii Oo 
Barren Fig-tree; hoarkewi; : God" cantly": 
r the Axe, his Sword (p), Bring it 
ther, here is a barren Profeſfor, Cut 
m down. Why cumbreth he the N 5 7 


Why cambreth it the Ground 2 


By theſe Words the Lord EE 
e Þ2/ons of his Diipleaſure againſt the 
lren FUE; Ic cumbre:b be Great 
on . 1 be 
!) 1 Sam. xxxi. 8 (2 A055 v. 5. 10. 


2 Fs xvii. . Did. xvii. 23. f Paal. "I 
00 Ezek. xxi. % 10. | Wo. 


OS. 
$1.89. 
Wai 
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The Holy Ghoſt doth not only take an fu 
Argument from its Barrenneſs, but be- pt 
cauſe it is a Camperground; Therefore cut c 
it down : Wherefore it mult needs be a ſs: 
Provocation. 
1. Pecauſe, as mach: 4s in 1 lieth 
he difappointech the Detign of God in 
Planting his Vineyard. I looked that it 
ſhout bring forth Fruit. 

2. It hath alſo. abuſed nis Patience, 
his long, his three Tears Patience: 

„It hath alſo abuſed his Labour 

his Pains, his Care, and Providence or 
Protection and Preſervation; for he 


haedges his Vineyard, and walls it a- 


bout ( Cumber. ground. all theſe Thingsup 
thou abuſeſt. He waters his Vineyard, III 
and looksro it Night and Day (r); but ſo 
all theſe Things thou haſt abuſed. fru 
Farther, There are other Reaſon 
of God's Diſpleaſure. As, 
. "' Firſt, A Cumber-ground is a very Mock 
and Reproach to Religion, a Mock and 
Reproach to the Ways of God, to the 
People of God, to the Word of God, 
and to'the- Name of Religion. It is 
expected on all Hands, that all the Trees 
in the Garden of God ſhould be e Fic 


ful. 
0 th, li. 2, 3. 75 Bio xi. „ 2 2, TY a 


The Barren Fig-Tree, 73 
Mful. God expects Fruit, the Church ex- 
pects Fruit, the World even the World 
| conclude that Profe ſſors ſhould be fruitful 
in good Works ; I ſay, the very Woridwoxs 
pectetk that Profeſſors ſhould be better 
ian themſelves: Bur, Barren Fig- tree, 
chou diſappointeſt all: Nay, haſt chow 
not learned the wicked Ones thy Ways 
(0) Haſt thou not learnt them to be 
more wicked by thy Example? (but 
that's by the by.) Barren Fig: tree, thou 
haſt diſappointed others, and muſt be 
diſappointed thyſelf. Cut it down, op 
cumbret h it the Ground? © yok 
Secondly, The Barren Fig-tree takes 
be Room where a better Tree might fand; 
„I ſay, it takes up the Room, it keeps, 
to long as it ſtands where it doth, 4 
fruitful Tree out of that Place. and 
s Icherefore it muſt be cut dun Barr:r*® _ WM 
Fig- tree, Doſt thou hear? Becauſe che 
eu, ſtood fruitleſs in the Vineyard, a 
| therefore ſaith God, The Kingdom of _— 
e Heaven ſhall be taken from: you, _ ſball 
be given to 4 Nation that ſhall render bin 
their Fruits in their Serſon (t). The Fews i 
for their Barrenneſs were cus down, and Wii 
A c D 2 more ; 


Eee... 


* 
* « * 
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i 74 The Barren Fi io=Tree. 

ö a more fruitful People "af in their room. fl 
Is As Samuel alſo ſaid to barren Saul (u), Ml C 
0 | The Lord hath rent the Kingdom fromm thee, b 
and bath given it to a Neighbour of - thine, P 
jt that is better than thou. The unproficable Iv 
j Servant muſt be caſt out (ﬆ) 75 muſt be cut a 
li down. ( 
i | Cumber-ground! How many hopeful, 

1 inclinable forward People, haſt thou tl 
be by thy fruitleſs and unproficable Lite, ff 
Ekept out of the Vineyard of God ? For 7 
5 thy Sake have cheſe People ſtumbled at 17 


Religion: By thy Life have they been 
kept from applying themſelves to the b 
proper Means for. their own Salvation. F 

Thou haſt been alſo a Means of hard- 

ening others, and of quenching, and 

killing weak Beginnings. Well, Barren 
Pig tree] Look to thyſelf, (chou wilt 
not go to Heaven thy ſelf, and them 
that would, thou hindereſt.) Thou 
muſt not always cumber the Ground, 
nor always hinder the Salvation of 
others. Thou ſhalt be ct down, and 
another ſhall be planted in thy Room, _ 
Thirdly, The Cumbr-ground is atk 

RY , he draws a me Heart and Nour 
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9 14 riſhment 
0 1 Sam. XV. 28, " 00 Matt. . 77. 
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Low 
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n % l 7 
riſhment from the other Trees, Were the 
Cumber: ground cut down, the other would 


be more fruitful ; he draws away that - 
Fatneſs of the Groutid to himſelf, that 


would make the other more hearcy 
and fruicful. One Sinner deffiogeth much 
Good () 

The ne is a very Brow in 
the Hive, that eats up the Honey that 


ſhould feed the labouring Bee; he is a 


Thief in the Candie, that watterti the 
Tallow, but giveth no Light ; he is the 
unſavoury Salt, that is fit for nought 
but the Dunghil. Look to ir Barren 
Fig- e. 


00 Eecleſ. ix. 18. 
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Aud E anſwering; ſaid A e, 5 
Lord, let it alowe-this eur alſo, J 
until 7 'ſvall dig about it, and dun 2 
1 0 

\ thing if it bear Frait, well; and if © 
not, then after that, thay ſhal cut Nh - 
# down. - oo S508 Sd 

HESE' are 1 werde of the | 

Dreſer of the. Vige yard, Who, u 

1 cold you, is Jefus Chriſty: Or he made 

| Incerceſliqn,for the Tranſirefiors) (Z). th 

25 they e . 17 

ed to an o May ing that 

a little Time. 4 1 Bag $5 . be 10 

exerciſed towards the, 

ground — 2 


1 


7.0 lea m. 12. * . 


In this Petition there are Six Things 
conſiderable. NN, 
"Ef, Thar Juſtice ig is deferred, 
O that Juſtice migtit be deferred Lord, 
te it alone, &c awhile longer. 1 
Secondly, Here. is a Time prefixed, as 
Space io try if more Means will cure 
4 batten 2 e 
Tear HM > 8 EE N 58 6 1 
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a The Barren Pig-Tre 


£ 


| Lord, let it alone this Year als. 


Hee. is aſtoniſhing Grace indeed! 
aſtonliſhißg Grace, 1 ſay, that the 
Tord Jelws: Thoud. concern himſelf 
Wich a baten Fig tie; that He ſhowld 
ep in io fave che Bio from a barren 


Fig tree. Trug e Rope the Blow. 
But why did he-ſtop 


but for a Time 
it at all? Why did he not fetch ot the 
Axe? why did he not do Execution? 
Why did he not cut it down? Barren 
ho tree tis well for thee that there 

a Jeſũs at God's Right Hand, a Je- 


fas of that extenſive Gaofineſs, as to 


have Compaſſion for a harren Fig tree, 
we had never let thee alone to 
cymber rhe Ground as thou haſt done. 
Wen ad tinned againſt 
God, down Wy fad: gone, but that 
Hoſes ſtqod in g rea ch. Let me alone, 
ſaid God ro that I may conſis me 

them in a „ 
thee a great Nath, Barren Fig-tree, 
Doſt thou bear? Thou knoweſt not 
| bow ofc the Hand of Divine Juſtice 


4 | | 90 han 
Fr Ba © 16) Exod. xxx. i 10. 1 


end il make «f | 


— 2 2 on} py 


r 


- — 


* 
, if 
w/, 6 5 
* 
— * n % 5 


be loſt for want of 


and then 
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hath been up to ſtrike, and how many 


Years fince thou hadſt been cut down, 


had not Jeſus caught hold of his Fa. 


ther's Axe: Let me > alone, Jetme fetch 
my Blow, or cut it down, why cumbreth 
it the Ground ? Wilt thou not hear yet, 


barren Fig-iree ?. Wilt thou provoke {till ! 
Hes A wearied. Men, and provoked 
te of God; * vt! 72 weary 


2 1 [a < gh p 


1 | x 155 5 1 4 
Lord, a Nictle OW: a ter 5 
Ae: 15 3 N Gill try; 


] will ſee. if I can ma E ic fruittul; I 


will not beg a tong. Life, Bor char it 


might ſtill be barren, and 
thee. I beg for the ſake | 


4 the“ Soul, 
the immortal Soul, Lord pa 


re it One 


Year only: one Year longer, this Year, 
wil 
u ſhalt not be 
EE, one: Tear, 


alſo; if Ido any Good to it, it 
be in a lit tle Time, 
over-wea:ied wich z wal 


Barren F ir-ree, Dot thon- op what 


Striving there is between the Vine= 
De 0 dreſſer 


© (3) Iaiah vii. 13. 
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Eh and the Huſbandman for thy; 
Life. Cut it down, ſays one; Lora, Tl 
Here it, ſaith the other; 3 7 a e fu 
4. - Jan. the Father 5 One Year long-· R 
y8.the Jon Les it alone this Year 1 


oſes 7 | gs. as. Cables of Want 
of Fraß a baren E igel and F200 


Things he propoſeth: AS 54. Re a d 


"ow — 8 Wr: — N — 4 2 = FLO — : — . 
— — — — — — — —— —— _ — 
rr ” > FEST 2 NE DD INT ID . EY 1 * —— Es 
IT ISEE At Bs, — IS - © TE. et AS. ESC : - oo or ie it 
— — mh” hs — = Ic — — 2 S = a I” £ — — — 8 * 35 
—— ” _— <7" === 2 ͤ 2 Be - . we ret ac A 8 £ 
3 5 * = E 


W | 106 
6 HE 
4141 

ieee 
Rt; 

ar 

Fi 
5 

1 
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fulneſs , Riches (c), lie too cloſe to ig 
R 


pb Woes, the 925 4 'of Ho- 
are the 
| er all 


Cart. there be Fruit brot ght forth to 
God 75 Barren. Fig tree, See how the 

Jeſus, by th every Words, ſug- 
geſteth the "Ca Me of thy Fruitleſsneſs of 
Soul. ' The: Thing of this World: lie ie 


tos. cloje to thy Feart ; 'the Earth. with. 5 


its Things "have: bound up. thy Roots. 
Theu art an- Earib. bound Soul, thou. art: 
wrap up in tbick Clay. I any Man 
ye the World, the Lone of ihe. 12 52 ber 
s not in bim, How i wean he be 
Lan in the. Viney and? 
Judas (a) from the F ruit of pang, for 
the Poor. : 8 kept Dema 

h K 9 


e. r John INES 26; 4 
E 2 Fim. in. . 


Ne Barren F 81 
1 Joube it is to0 much Ground en 
The Lors if this World, and ib D 


dess 58 the. Heart of this, Profeſſor. 


cwhers el Th ugs bind up A Head 


Z This. kept. ” 


| 82 he e 7 8 


the Fruit of Self- denial. And this kept I ti 
Anamias and Sappbira his Wife (2), . from Ihe 


ſtruction 


; 4; f 2 * ag ; M7 4 72 L. 2. ps * 
hat 6 7. * - Ui 
2 2 0 2 27 5 * 3 5 


evil Root. N 
all Evil (b) $0 


|. the Luſts, and Pleaſures, Md Vanities 
| of this World, bring forth Fruit unto 


dig up this Ee 
bare, my Hal 


til he ſtands ſhaking and W un- i: 


the goodly Fruit of Singerity and Truth. II 
What ſhall I ſay, 7% are 4 fool and w 
burtſul Luſts, which, Hoch 2 Mes 1% De- 
d Plrditon; for N 1 U 
Money, is Ihe Root Fa at . 
then can S000 Fruit gra f Ft a 
Root, che Roof Uk, '@i Evil” ilileh cub 


Faith, a 1 th Byte thro 2 5 with 
many Sorfo Os, Mark, I. ſay, I is an 
Nay more, it is the Root of 
10% then can the Profeſ- 
ſor that hath fath ; '* Root, or 4 Root 


wrapped up in füch earchly Things, as 


God 55 7 
= Dil 7 fall Lahe! about 11. 


Lord 1 wilt looſe 115 bots, Iwill te 

„I will lay his Roots jr 
25 be upon him by Im 
Sickneſs, by Diſippointments, by croſs is 
Providences ; Þwilt dig about him un- o 


til n 
(2) AQs ve 510 (4) 1 Tim. vid 10. 


neſs. thus he diggeth about him: This 


The Barren Fig-Tree. * 
til he be ready to fall; then, if ever, 
he will ſeek to take faſter Hold. Thus, 
I fay, deals the Lord Jeſus oft- times 
with the barren Profeſſor, he diggeth: | 
about Bim; he ſmiteth one Blow at his 
Heart, 4b Blow at his Luſts, a : 
third. at bis. Pleaſures, a; fourth at his 
Comforts, anothercat Wis Self. conceited- 


— ©. 


0 o 


— nn nn And Dn > hn. 
3 n n 
r 


— • — 


— — 7 
— wr. oor 


— — EE on 
a = = = 
ECTS 2 = 9 


b I ar, ct 


a — 
R . - - F 7 3 r * - — 
% 3 „CC ²˙ . ea ee ni ee OED — 
* — Lake — + — a ny 3 rot how ———_— 4 2: Pt: — bi. — 4 


is the Way to take bad Earth from his 
Roots, and. to lobſen his Roots from the is 
Earth. Barren Fig-tFee, See here the Mt 
Care, the Love, the Labour and Way, Wt 
which the Lord Jeſus, the Dreſſer of © 
the Vineyard, is willing to take with 
thee, if PT chou aye be made 
fruitful. 


Until I ſhall d dig about it, aud [dung] it. 


As the Earth, by binding the Roots 
too cloſely, may hinder the Tree's be- 
ing fruitful; ſo the want of better Means 
may be alſo a Cauſe thereof. And this 
is more than intimated by the Dreſſer 
of the Vineyard, Until I ſhall dig about 
it, and dung it; I will ſupply it with a 
more fruitful Miniſtry, with a warmer 

1 6 Word. 


94 = The e Fig-Tree. 


| Heart - awakening, #1 
; Heart - encouragyn F Confiderations 3 l 
will apply warm Dung to bis Roots, | 


Word. I will give ee Paſtors after 
mine own Heart, I will dung them: You 


know Dung is a more warm, more fat, 


more hearty, more ſuccouring Matter, 

than is commonly the Flace in ich 
rees are planted. . 
Iwill dig abou . dung it, 


bring it under aß 8 Mini- 
ſtry, the Means | 


Grace Hall be fat, 
and good. will alſo viſit it With 
Jeart warming, 


will firive with him by my Spirit (i), 
and give him fome Taſtes of the Hea- 
venly 2 ift, and the Power of the World 
to come (t). I am loth he ſhould be 
loſt for want of Digging, Lord, let it 
alone Ii is Tear alſo, until 1 foall di ig abcut 


it, ard dung it. 


And if it 1 F TH, Wall: 


And if the Fruit of all my 1 
goth make this Fig ſree fruitful. I ſhall 
count my Time, my Labour, and Means 

well beſtowed upon it; and thou alſo, 

: © my God, Halt be therewith mo 

| = 


0 ow: vi. 2, (0 Heb. Vi. 2, fo 


di 


5 


| now paſs by, and forget all, and fay, , 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 85 
delighted: For thou art gracious, and 
merciful, and repenteſt thee of the Evil 
which thou threa leneſt to bring upon a R. 
fle OR 

Theſe Words Hietelore ia us, 
that if a barren Fig: tree, a barren Pro- 
feſſor, ſhall now at laſt bring forth 
Fruit to God, it ſhall. 8⁰ © well with that 
Profeſſor 3 it hall # well with that 
poor Soul. His ormer Barrenneſs, his 
former tempting F God, his Abuſe of 
God's Patience and Long ſuffering, his 
miſ ſpending Year after Year, ſhall now 
be all forgiven him. Yea, God the Fa- 
ther, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will Wb 
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Iell done, at the laſt. When I [ay to the 
Wicked, O wicked Man, 1hou Halt ſure! 
die; if he then do that which is lawfu 
and right, if he walk in the Statutes of 
Life, without committing Iniquity, he 
ſhall ſurely live, be fpall ; not die (n). 
Barren Fig tree, Doſt thou hear? The: 
Axe is laid to thy Roets, the Lord Je- 
fus prays God to ſpare thee : Hath he 
been digging about thee? Hath he been 
dunging of thee? © barren * tree! 
Ne 0 

0 Jonah iv. & 6 Lao, iii. 18. 
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Now thou art come to the Point; if 
thou ſhalt now become good, and if 


thou ſhalt after à gracious ; Manner ſuck | 
in the Goſpel-dung, and if thou ſhalt 


bring forth Fruit unto God, Well: But 
if not, be Fire is the laſt. Fruit or the 
Fire, Fruit or the Fire, barren Fig: s res. 


n tt bear Fruity, Hell. 


And f not, then Her that "_ galt cut 


Be if. nat, &c. The Lord Jeſus 57 
Fg JF, giveth us to underſtand, that 
there is a Generation of Profeſſors in 
the World, that are incurable, that v, 


ot, that cannot repent (), nor be pro- 


fired by the Means of Grace : A Gene- 
ration, I fay, that will retain a Profeſ- 


ſion, but will not bring forth Fruit: A 
| Generation that will Wear out the Pa- 


tience of God, Time and 7 ide, T hreat- 
nings and Interceſſions, Judgments and 


Mercies; And after all will be TT 
A... --* 


O the deſp, erate Wickednefs that is 
in ch. ine Heart Barren Profeſſor, Doſt 
thou 


| 2 Rom. ii. 


* 
q 


5 


yet in the Way. 


thou hear, the Lord 


or no, at laſt thou wilt be good. 
ther he may not labour in vain, whether 


his Digging and Dunging will come to 


more than Joſt Labour. I gave her Space 
to repent, ant ſhe repented not (o). I dig- 
ged about it, I dunged ir, I gained 
Time, and ſupplied i it with Means; but 
J laboured herein in vain, and ſpent my. 
Strength for nought, and in vain. Doſt 
thou hear, Barren Fig- tree? There is 
yet a Queſtion, whether it will be well 
with thy out 4¹ laſt. 


And F. not, then WTO that 2 bail cut 
15 down. 


There is nothing more exaſperating 


to the Mind of a Mao, than to find all 
his K indneſs and Favour ſlighted : Nei- 
ther is the Lord Jaſus ſo provoked with 
any Thing, as when Sinners abufe his 
Means of Grace: If it be barren and 
fruitleſs under my Goſpel ; if it turn 


0 Rom. ii. 11. 


i 


The Barren F ig-Tree.. 87 


Jeſus ſtands yet in 
Doubt about thee ! There is an [] ſtands 
I fay, the Lord Jeſus 
ſtands yet in Doubt about thee, whether 
Whe⸗ 


* 


to 
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my Grace into W "I after 
| Singing, and dunging, and waiting, it 


vet remain unfruitful, I al let thee cus 


it down. 


Goſpel Means applied, is the laſt Re- 


a for a barren Profeſſor : If the 
Goſpel, if the Grace of the Goſpel will 
not do, there can be nothing expected, 
but cut it down. © ben after that thou 
* halt cut it down... _ ©. 

O Jeruſalem ! Jeruſalem d thou. that 
killeft the. Prophets, and Paneſt them: that 
are ſent unto thee, bow often would Ibave 
"gathered thy Children together, as an Hen 


gatbereth her Chickens under her Wings, 


aud ye would not ? Therefore your Hauſes 
are loft unto you deſolate (p). Yet it can- 
not be, but that this Lord Jeſus, who 
at firſt did put a Stop to the Execution 


ef his Father's. Juſtice, becauſe. he de- 


fired to try more Means with the Fig- 


tree; I fay, it cannot be, but that an 
Heart ſo full of Com paſſion, | as bis 1 l 


ſhould be touched, to behold this Pro- 


feſſor muſt zow be cut down; And 


when he was come near, he beheld: the 


* City, and wept over it, » ſaying, If thou 


wr 


01 4 Mate: xxili. 25. 28. 


thy Day, the Things that belong to thy 


Bes (J). 


Aud of ier, 1 thou hal cut it dun. 


then Chriſt. giveth thee over," there 


is 710 e #0 Mediator, no more 
Sacrifice for Sin: All is gone but Judg- 


ment, but the Axe, but a certain fear 


ul looking for of Judgmtut, and fery In- 


dignation, which aal devour the Alien. : 


aries (7). 


1 Fig- PR” Take We that: hey 


comeſt not to theſe laſt Words, for theſe 
Words are a Give up, a Caſt up, a Caſt - 
up of a Caſt- away: After bal. thow . 


alt cut it down. They are as much. 
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adſt known, even thou, at leaſt. in this 7 


Peace, but now they are bid from fires 
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as if Chriſt. had ſaid, Father, Ibegged 1 


for mere Time for this barren Profeſſor: 5 
] begged until 1 ſhould dig about it, and 


dung it; but now, Father, the Time. 15 


cut, e Year is ended, the Summer is 


ded, and no Good done. TI have als 


( q) Luke XiX, #s 42. (+). Heb. x, 26, 27, | 
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90 The Barren Fjg-Tree. 
ſo tried with my Means, with the 
| Goſpel, ' I have laid alſo the fat and 
 - bearty Dung of the Goſpel to it; but 
all comes to nothing. Father, I deli. 
ver up this Profeſſor to thee again, 
I have dene, I have done all; I have 
done praying, and endeayuoring 3 [ will 
hold the Head of thine Axe no longer: ; 
Take him into the Hands of Juſtice, ſÞſtic 
do Juſtice, do the Law, T will never 5 
beg for him more. After that, thou 
Galt cut it down. Woe unto them, when lle 
I depart from them (s.) Now is this fen, 
Proſeſſor left naked indeed, naked to th. 
God, maked to Satan, naked to Sin, ſhir 
vated to the Law, nuted to Death, ſal: 
naked to Hell (7), naked to Judg- at: 
ment, and zaked to the Gripes of Ne. 
2 guilty Conſcience, and to the Tor- 
ment of that Worm that never dies, 
and to that Fire that never ſhall be 
quenched. See that ye refuſe not him 
that ' ſpeaketh '; for if they eſcaped not, 
who refuſeth him tha ſpake on Earth, 
much more ſhall not ve eſcaps, if wel Ct 
lurn away from bim Ib ſpeaketh from Ci 
Heaven, th 


(5) Hoſea ix. 12. hs Mark nm,” 43) 44) 
45, 40, 47, 48, 
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him a fruitful Proteſſor. Lord, let it 


The Barren Fig-Tree. oz Wt 
Heaven (u). From this brief Paſs Tit 
through this Parable, you have theſe 
two general Obſervations : - 


Dodctrine I. 


Firſt, That even then when the Ju- 
ſtice of God cries out, I cannot endure 
to wait on this barren Profeſſor any longer : 
Then Jeſus Chriſt  intercedes for a lit- 
ile more Time, and a litile more Pati- 
ence, and a «Jittle more Striving with 
this Profeſſor, if poſſible he may make 


Wh. 2. 


= == Sc 3 
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alone this Year alſo, until I Gall dig 
about it, and dung it, and if it bear 
Fruit, Weil, &c. 


* 1 aa 
- Dorine It. 


Seb. Than are ſome Profeſſors 
whoſe Day of Grace will end with, 
Cut # down, with Judgment; when 
Chriſt hath uſed all the Means for 


their Salvation. „ orr$44 5 
No 3 | The; 


(2) Heb, xii. 25. 


1 * 


02 The Barren Fig-Tree, 

The Firſt of theſe Objervations I ſhall ; th 
paſs by, and not meddle at all there, it 
with: But ſhall briefly ſpeak to the. 
Second, to wit, 1 88 = tl 

That there are ſome Profeſſors, « wheſel N 
Day of Grace will end with, Cut it.“ 
down, with Judgment; when Chriſt bath *4 
uſed all the Mcans for their Salvation. 
= This the Apoſtle ſheweth in the e f 
| - Third Chapter of his Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, where he tells us, That the ““ 
People of the Jets, after a forty Tear 
Patience, and Endeavour to do them 
good by the Means appointed for that 
Purpoſe, their End was to be cut 
down, or excluded the Land of Pro-! 
miſe, for their final Incredulity. Sol“ 
we ſee they could not enter in becanſe effet 
Unbelief. Wherefcre, ſaith he, I was 
grieved with that Generation, and ſaid, 
they do always err in thar Hearts, and 
they have nel known my Ways So If 
ſware in my Wrath, that they ſhould rot 
enter into my Reſt (x). As if he ſhould 
ſay, I would they ſhould have en- 
* tred in, and for that Purpoſe 1 
* brought them out of Egypt, led 

PE = % them 


4 


© them through the Sea, and taught 


* them in the Wildernefs's. but they did 


© not anſwer my Work, nor Da in 
that Matter; Wherefore, they ſhall 
* not, I ſware they ſhall not,. I ſware- 
* in my Wrath, they ſhould not enter: 


into my Reſt. Hans is Cutting down. 


vith . So again, Chap. ivth. 
ie faith, 4s ] have ſworn in my Wrath, 


f they ſhall enter into my Reſt, although: | 


be Works were finiſped from the Foun- 
ation of the World (y). This Word 
„is the ſame with (% % Hall not) in 
he Chapter before. And where he 


aich, Although the Worts were finiſhed 
rom the Foundation of the Mond, he 


| giveth us to underſtand, That what- 


ver Preparations ſoever are made for 


he Salvation of Sinners, and of how 
ong Continuance ſoever they are, yet 


he God - tempting, God · provoking, 
and fruitleſs Profeſſor is like to go 


vithout a Share therein: Although te 


Works were finiſbed from the Found ation 
F the Wort. 
1 will therefore put you' n en 


* 9 once knew this, bow: that. the 


WI Lord 
66) Heb. ij; 3. 
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. their own Habitation, be bath reſervel 


in their Places, were cut down, the 
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Lord having ſaved the People out of hpt 


Land of Egypt, afterwards deftroyedfut 
them that * 4 nol. And the pra 


that kept not their firſs Eſtate, but tif 


everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs, unty 
the. Fudgment of the Great Day (>). 
Here is an Inſtance to Purpoſe, an 
Inſtance of Men and Angels. Men Te. 
ſaved out of the Land of Egypt, and 
in their Journey toward Canaan, they 
Type of Heaven, (cut down) Angel 
created, and placed in the Heaven: 


in great Eſtate. and Principality, yet 
both theſe, becauſe unfruitful to God 


Men deſtroyed by God, (for fo faith] 
the Text) 5 the Angels reſerved in 


everlaſting "Chains under Darkneſs, 7s is 
the Fudgment of the Great *Day. Pot 


Nov, in my handling of this Point, BWV 
L ſhall diſcourſe of the Cutting down, Il ii 


or the Judgment, here- denounced, as FMS 
it reſpecteth the doing of it by God's P 
Hand immediately, and that too, with Tiſh 


reſpect to his Caſting them out of the frui 
wy and not as it reſpecteth an Act. 


off 


& Jude, ver. 55 6. 


f the Church, Sc. And as to this 
utting down, or Judgment, it muſt 
ze concluded, that it cannot be before 
he Day of Grace be paſt with the Fig 


Day of Grace will end with, Cut it 


y Attempts and Endeavours to make 
It fruitful, alter I have left it, given 


ſhalt cut it down. 
Beſides, the giving up of the H ig· tree 


„is before the Execution. Execution is 
ot always preſently upon the Sentence 
given ; for after that, a convenient 
ime is thought on, and then is Cut. 
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ree. But, according to the Oe 
jon, There be ſome Profeſſors whoſe 


- — - —_— — — — — — 5 _ 
c 
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oon, according to the Words of the 
\Cext, Then after that, thou ſhalt cut 
ih; down. Aſter that, that is, after all 
e 


t over, done with it, and reſolved to 
deſtow no more Days of Grace, Op- 
Dortunities of Grace, and Means of 
race upon it; then afzer ibat, thou 
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ting down : And fo it is here in the 
„ Hext. The Decree that he ſhall pe- 
ai, is gathered from its continuing 
0 fruitleſs quite through the laßt Year, 
from its continuing trynleſa 4 the End 
F 7 all Endeavours : : Bat Curling aoron is 
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96 The Barren g- Free. 
not yet, for that comes with an a 10 
mord: Then after that, thou ſalt cut On 
it down. 
So then, that I may orderly. pro- 
ceed with the Obſervation, I muſt lay 
down theſe two Propoſitions : 1 
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by Firſt, That the Day f Crate nd 
with ſome Men, before God takes them 
out of this World. 92280 5 


— ESI 


—— —u—U 


Sebbaldly, 7 be Death, or - Cutting FRE 
of fuch Men will be dreadful. For this 
Cut it down, when it is underſtood in 
the largeſt Senſe (as here indeed it onght)l 
it ſheweth not only the Wrath of God 
againſt a Man's Life in this World, 
but his Wrath againſt him Body and 
Soul. And is as much as ts ſay, Cut 
him off from all the Privileges and 
Benefits that come by Grace, beth in 
this World, gage in that which: t is to 
come. 


by Mah  Propfilon I. 


0 to e The Day: of © Grace 

ends with ſome Men, before God taketh , 
| them out of this World, 1 ſhall give . 
= you ww. 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. gy 
you ſome Inſtances of this, and ſo go 
on to the laſt Props/i tn. *. e | 


 Firft, I ſhall inſtance Ein Cain 

was a Profeſſor, a Sacrificer (a), a 
Worſhipper of God ; yea, the firſt 
Worſhipper tnat we read of after the | 
Fall. But his Grapes were wild ones; . MW 
bis Works were evil (b, he did not do MM 
what he did, from right Motives. 
Therefore God diſſallowed his Work. 08 
At this his Countenance falls; where= 
fore he envies his Bother, quarrels 
with him, takes his Opportunity, 
kills him. Now in that Day that he 
did this Act, was the Heavens cloſed © 
up againſt him, and thar himſelf did &44 i | 
ſmartingly and fearfully feel, when - 25 1 
God made Inquiſition for the Blood. - | 
of Abel. And now curſed, « ſaid God, 
ſhalt thou be from the Earth, which © 
hath opened her Mouth to receive by 
Brotber's Blood from thy Hand, and Sc. 
And Cain ſaid, My Puniſoment is great- 
Jer than I can "bear (c). Mine Iniquity 3 
is greater than that it may be or- 
pH _ given, 4 


s a 4 Gen. "PEI 00 x john! 1, 32: 41 Gen, 
w. 8, 11, 12, 25 14. g 
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58 The Barren Hz-TFree. 
given. Behold, thou haſt driven me out 
Ibis Day from the Face e, ibe Earth * 
and from thy Face fhall I be hid, Now 1 
thou art curſed, faith God. Thou “ 
haſt driven me out this Day, faith ® 
Cain, and from thy Face ſhall 1 be! * 
hid; I ſhall never more have Hope in 
thee, Smile from thee, nor expect Mer- te 
cy at thy Hand. Thus therefore Cairns N 
Day of Grace ended, and the Hea- tl 
'vens, with God's own Heart, were 
. ſhut up againſt him; yet after this he 0 
lived long: Cutting down was not come] © 
yet: After 7his, he lived to marry a fe 
Wife, to beget a curſed Brood, to be 
build a City (d), (and what elſe I know N 
not) all which could not be quickly} © 
done; wherefore Cain might live after '* 
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the Day of Grace was paſt with him, C 
ſeveral Hundred Years. LD 80 
| et 


a Secondly, 1 ſhall inſtance TI/hmael (e); ſa 
Thmael was a Profeſſor, was brought th 
up in Abraham's Family, and was cit- h 
cumciſed at Thirteen Tears of Age; but 
he was the Son of the a. 


(4) Gen. iv. 16, 7. Tb 
ge) Ibid xvii. 25, 20, and xvi. 12. 
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The Barren Fijs-Tree, gg 
he brought not forth good Fruit, he 


was a wild Profeſſor. For all his Re- 


ligion, he would ſcoff at thoſe that 


were better than himſelf. Well, upon 


a Day his Brother Jaac was weaned, 
at which Time his Father made a 


Feaſt, and rejoiced before the Lord, 
for that he had given him the Pro- 


miſed Son; at this Jmael mocked 
them, their Son, and godly Rejoicing. 
Then came the Spirit of God upon 


Sarah, and ſhe cried, Caſt him out, 


caſt out this Bond woman, and her Son; 


for the Son of this Bond-woman' ſball not 
be Heir with my Son, even with Iſaac (H. 
| Now Paul to the Galatians makes this 
Caſting out to be, not only a. Caſt- 


ing out of Abraham's Family, but a 
Caſting out alſo ran a Lot with the 


Saints in Heaven (g). Alſo Moſes giv- 


eth us a notable Proof thereof, in 


ſaying, that when {/mael died, be ga- 


thered to his People (S), his People by 


his Mother's Side, for he was recx- ä 
oned from her, the San of Hagar, 


"= 2 - the 


/) Gen. xxv. 8, i, 
C) Gal. iv. 29, 30, 31. 
) Gen. xxv. 17. 


100 The Barren Fig-Tree. 
the Son of the Bond-woman. Now ſe 
> ſhe came of the Egyptians (i) So that 
he was gathered, when he died, not- qt 
Een. ges his Profeſſion, to _ thefſth 
Place where Pharaoh and his Hoſt af 
were gathered to, who were drowned 
in the Red. Sea; theſe were his People, 
and he was of them, both by Nature al! 
and Diſpoſition, by perſecuting as they // 
did. But now, M ben did the Day th 
Grace end with this Man? Obel ſon 
and I mill ſhew you: 1/mael was Tir. of 
teen Years old, when he was circumciſed, Þ hi: 
and then was Abraham Ninety Tears all to 
and Nine (). The next Tear Tjaac was W 
born. So that 1/hmael was now Four. ¶ fre 
teen Years of Age. Now when Jſaaeſ his 
was weaned: (ſuppoſe he ſucked Four N. 
Tears) by that Account, the Day off ha 
Grace muſt be ended with Iſhmael, ) to 
that he was Eighteen Zears old (I). For thi 
that Day he mocked, that Day it was ov 
faid, Caſt him out, and of that Caſting itl: 
out, the Apoſtle makes what I haveſſ bcc 


al. Beware * young, barren Pro - 1, 
feſſors «/ 
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(i) Gen. xxi. 
0) Ibid xvii. 24. 8 
(/) Gen, XXV. £2, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 
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The. Barren g g-＋Tyee. 101 


ſeſſors. Thhmael lived an Hundred and 
Nizetcen Ves after this, in great Tran- 


quility and Honour with Men; after 


this alſo he begat Twelve Princes, even 
after his Day of Grace was paſt. 


Thirdly, I Walk indien Eſau. Eſau 
alſo was a Profeſſor, he was born unto 
Jaac, and circumciſed according to 
the Cuſtom (n). But Eſau was a Games 


fome Profeſſor, an Huntſman 3; a Man 


of the Field; alſo he was wedded to 
his Luſts, whith he did alſo venture 
to keep, rather than the Birth right. 


Well, upon .a Day, when he came 
from Hunting, and was faint, he ſold 


his Birth right to Jacob his Brother. 
Now, the Birth. right, in thoſe Days, 
had the Promiſe and Bleſſing annexed 


to it. Vea, they were ſo entailed in 
this, that the one could not go with- 


out the other; wherefore the Apo- 
ſtle's Caution is here of Weight: Take 
heed, faith he, leſt Ihere be among vou a 
tornicater or profane Perſon, as Eſau, 


who for one Morſel of Meat ſold his Birth- 


right ; for ye know ot that af lerwards, 


E. 3 when | 


(1 ) Gen. xxv. 27, 8. 29, 30---34, 


- 


he i / 
1 


102 The Barren Fig-Tree. 
zo hen be would hade 1 the Bic, 
Jing, he vas rejecled; fer be found no 
Place of Repemtance, theueh be usb. il 
carey, wily with Tears (2) Now the end- 
ing of Fſau's Day of Grace is to be 
reckoned from his Se elling his Birth- 
right: For there the Apoſtle points 
it, leſt there be among n af that 
like Eſau, ſells his Birth right.: Por 
then goes hence the Bleſſing alſo. 


— — — 


0 
” —— 


9 
3 7 m3 — 


before his Death. Tzency Years after 
this, Jacob was with Laban, and when 
he returned Home, his Brother Eſatg met 
him (o). Farther. after this, when Fach 
dwelt again ſome Time with his Father, 
then Jacob and Eau buried him (Y). 
I ſuppoſe he might live above Pty 


»* 2 1 — —:᷑ 
— 2 r 


Birth-righr; And fo contequently had 
put binitelf out of the Grace of God. 


Three Things J would ſurther note 
upon theſe Three Proteſſors. 
Firſt, 
(xz) Heb. xii. 16, . | 
(o) Gen. xxxi. 41. {bid xxxii. 6. 
(2) Gen. xxxv. 28, 29. 


But Ejau ſold his Birth. richt long 


Tears, yea, for ought 1 know, above 
Feurſcere Years after he had ſold 31S 


D 
L 
CV 


W. 


| 


| fold his Birth-righr. Beware, barren 
Profeſſor; thou mayeſt do that in half 


for ever and ever, 


was Lord of a City (q) 3 Iſamael was 


The Barren Fig-Srce. 103 
Firſt, Cain, an angry Profeſſor ; I/. 


mael, a mocking one; Eſau, a luſtful, 

gameſome one: Three Symptoms of a 
barren Profeflor. For he that can be 
angry, and that can mock, and that 
can indulge his Lufts, cannot bring 
forth Fruit to God. | | 


Secondly, The Day of Grace ended: 
with theſe Profeflors at that Time 


9 


when they committed ſome grievous: 
Sin; Cain's, when he killed his Bro- 
ther; Iſomael's, when he mocked at 
Inac,, &c. And Eſau, when out of 
Love to his Luſts, he deſpiſed, and 


a Quarter of an Hour, from the Evil 
of which thou mayeſt not be delivered 


Thirdly, Yet theſe Three, after- 3 
Day of Grace was over, thee better 
Lives, as to outward Things, than 
ever they did before. Cain after thts, 


E 4 afier 


2 Gen. iv. 17, 10, 20. 
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104 The Barren F 7 fee. 
after this, Father of Twelve Princes (r); 


— 4 

4” * 
2 Hein 

4 

, 


a, >. 


thou haſt to thy thyſelf (s). Eaſe, and 
Peace, and a proſperous Life in Out- 


God to a bee and fruitleſs Profeſ. 
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Wrath and Revelation ＋ the righteous 
Judgmen: of God. 


82 5 K 8 8 _ 


of the Firſt Propoſition, namely, That 
the Day of Grace ends with ſome Men, 
before God takes them out of this World. 


. 


Signs, how you may know that the 
| Day of Grace is ended, or near to end- 
ing with the barren Profeſſor ; And af- 
ter that, thou ſhalt cut it down, 


Hf, He that hath ſtood it out 
gain God, and that hath withſtood 
all 


(r) Ges. xiii. 1 
(s) Tbhid xxxitl. 8, 9. 


\ 


and Eſau, after ibis, told his Brother, 
T have enough, my Brother, keep that 


wards, is no Sign of the Favour of 
for ; but rather of his Wrath, that 


thereby he may be capable to treaſure 
up more Wrath, againſt the Day of 


Let thus much ſerve fi 5 Proof 


Now then, to ſhew you by ſome 
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The Barren Pio -Tree. 105 
all thoſe Means for Fruit, that God 
hath uſed for the making of him (if 
it might have been) a fruicful Tree in 
his Garden, he is in this Danger; 
and this indeed is the Sum of the Pa- 
el rable: The Fig- tree here mentioned, 

was bleſſed with. the Application of 
Means, had Time. allowed it to re- 
ceive the Nouriſhment; but it out- 
| ſtood, withſtood, overſtood all, all that 

the ee e, did, all that the Vine- 

dreſſer did. | WE 


SLENS of ** paſt GR ACE. 


But a little diſt inctly to particulak 
re in Four or Five Particulars. | 


S1GN I. 


— 1 L > er ord 


BG, The Day of Grace is. like to. 
be paſt, when a Profeſſor hath with- - 
ſtood, abuſed, and: worm out God's. 
Far then he is in Danger; this. 
is a Provocation; then God cries,, Cut: 
it down. There are ſome Men that 
ſteal into a Profeſſion, no: body knows * 
bow 3 even as this Fig-tree was. brought 
; E. 5 into 


— 25 * * * 3 E —. — * — * — =; — © 2, — : g 8 — G—_— 
_ — * 8 — — — — n — N preg = = — — — =- — - 5 — - . — — * = 4 
pay - — - EE TE "> - 2 we net ů ů BS 2 - = _ - 4 - ho 2&: — By — - - - — — 7 4 - — — << — 
"FI 8 — — = == * TEETER = SIE I —ñU— — — — . - 5 8 — — — = = - _ — 
* — -— — R : ; . ˙ ˙ . or Sor; r . - "== 
8 2 Re HD DT 2 r —— — 1 5 8 _—_— N — * % g wo - ICY 
hav n — T 0 > — 5 y oy Y — > — = r — 8 2 1 0 1 1 0 
* — * = — - — 0 — * — 
- 2 " ny nd E - * 1 . — "+ 4 — 
— — . 2 — 4" — — — I — — — 64 — — en ** — — 2 . — — wy ( 
= . - — — IE 2s — _ 


Ss Fo . 2 
2 * . 
——— — — — 


- x — 
. —ͤ —— ²˙ 


9 5 
Ie. 42" Y 
EE 4 
« .- 
N 


Fe 


SECT IRENE 
Rt, 


= 
"ES 


a on = IE 


1 . 
— ee . 


Ee ha. dn 2 


- - 
— — 8 


— — 
— — 
—S . 


: * Se 7 
8 > = 4 . [> 
5 — 


* 


r 
CLE EY nets 2 


A ESE 


915 
N 
. 
- [ t 
(FW 
= 
_ 
» 
£4 
88 
1h 
te 
4s 
14 
k q 
LA 
7 
4 
f 
i 
[ts 
C 
Cn 
% 
b . 
"7 
37 
4 
ia: 
1 
7 
4 
. 14 
7 | 


11 Eaſe and ſecure; ſaying, 


105 The Barren Frio-Tree., 
into the Vineyard (2), by other Hinds 


than God's; hap there they abide life. 


leſs, gracelcſs, careleſs, and without 
any good Conſcience to God at all. 
Perhaps they came in for the Loaves, 
for a Trade, for a Credit, for a Blind; 


or it may be, to itifle and choak the 


Checks and grinding Pangs of an a- 
wakened, and diſgüieted e 


Eg having obtained their Purpoſe, 


like the Sinners of Sion (u), they are 
like gag, 
Surety the Bitterneſs of Death is paſt (); 
1 am well, ſhall be Javed, ef CO to 
Heaven. Thus in theſe vain Conceits, 


they ſpend a Year, lu or three, not 


remembring that at every Seaſon of 


Grace, and at every Opportunity of. 


the Goſpel, the Lord comes, ſeekirg 


Fruit, Well, Sinner; well, barren J Fig. 


rec; this is but a coarſe Beginning ; 
God comes for Fruit. What have ! 
kere !. faith God; what a Fg rec is 


thi:, that bath ſtood this Year in my 
ZZ dae and hath brought me forth 


00 


Lie) Amas Vi: 4. 


I Sam. XV, 32. 
5 | 


mow © r co 


88 


* 


| Cl Jude 4. 


1 


2 11 


no Fruit. I will cry unto him, Pro- 
feſſor! Barren Fig-iree, be fruitful; I 
look for Fruit, 1 expe Fruit, I muſt 
have Fruit, therefore bethink thyſelf. 
At theſe Words the Profeſſor pauſes; 
but theſe are but Words, net Blows, 
therefore off goes this Conſideration: 

from the Heart: When God comes 

next Year, he finds him ſtill as he 

was, a barren, ſruitleſs Cumber- ground. 

And now again he complains, Here 
are Two Years gone, and no Fruit ap- 
pears; Well, I will defer mine An- 
ger for my Name Sake (4). I wilt 
defer mine Anger for my Praife, T 
will refrain from thee, that J cut thee 
not off (as yet.) I will yet wait to be 
gracious. Bur this helps not, this hath 
not the leaſt Influence upon the barren 
Fig-tree. 7½%/, ſaith he, here is 20 
Threatning : Cd is merciful, he wilt 
defer his Anger, he waits to be gra- 
cious (2); 1 am not yet afraid. O how 
ungodly Men, that are unawares crept 
into the Vineyard, How. do 'they turn 


2 


the Grace of God into Laſciviouſuga (a). 
| E 6 


Well, 
00 Ifaiah xIvui. g. & Ibid xxx. 28. 
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108 The Barren Fig-Tree. 
Well, he comes the third Year for 
Fruit, as he did before, but ſtill he 
finds but a barren Fyg-tree; No Fruit: 
Now he cries out again, O thou Dreſ- 
ſer of my Vineyard ! come hither ; 
here's a Fig-iree hath ſtood theſe three 
ears in my Vineyard, and hath at 
every Seaſon diſappointed my Expe&. 
ation; for I have looked in vain : Ca: 
it down, my Patience is worn out, J 
fall wait on this Fig-tree 10 longer. 


2. And now he begins to ſhake the 
Fig tree with his Threatnings : Fetch 
out the Axe: Now the Axe is Death 
(b); Death therefore is called for”: 
Death, come, ſmite me this Fig-tree ; 
and withal the Lord ſhakes this Sin- 
ner, and whirls him upon a Sick-bed, 
ſaying, Take him, Death ; he hath abuſed 
my Patience and Forbearance, not re- 
membering that it would have led 
him to Repentance, and to the Fruits 
thereof: Death, fetch away ibis Fig- 
tree to the Fire; fetch this barren Pro- 

ſeſfor to Hell. At this, Death comes 
With grim Looks into the Chamber, 
| *. 

| " Rom. ii. 3, 4. 
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yea, and Hell follows with him to the 
Bed-ſide, and both ſtare this Profeſſor 


in the Face, yea, begin to lay Hands 


upon him; one ſmiting him with Pains 
in his Body, with Head-ach, Heart- 


ach, Back-ach, Shortneſs of Breath, 


Fainting Qualms, Trembling of the 
Joints, Stopping at the Cheſt, and al- 
moſt all the Symptoms of a Man paft 
all Recovery. Now while Death is 
thus tormenting the Body, Hell is do- 


ing with the Mind and Conſcience, 


ſtriking them with its Pains, caſting 


Sparks of Fire in thither, wounding 
with Sorrows and Fears of everlaſting 
Damnation, the Spirit of this poor 


Creature: And now he begins to be- 
think himſelf, and to cry to God for 
Mercy, Lord, ſpare me: Lord, ſpate 


me, Nay, ſaith God, You have been 
a Provocation to me Zheje Three Tears : 


How many times have you diſap- 


pointed me? How many Seaſons have 
you ſpent in vain? How many Ser- 


mons, and other Mercies did I of my 


Patience afford you? But all to no 


Purpoſe at all. Take him, Death. O 
good Lord! faith the Sinner, ſpare 


* 
me 
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110 The Barren Fee. 
me / but this once, Raiſe me but 7518 
ence. Indeed, I have been a barren 
Profeſſor, ao have ſtood to no Pur- 
poſe at all in thy Vineyard: But fpare ! 
O ſpare, is one. Time, I beſeech thee, 
and I wi be better. Away, away, 


927 
2 


you will not. I have tried you 76% 


. Years already, you are nought; 
I ſhould recover you again, you 


ole be, as bad as you was before 
(and all this Talk is white Death 


ſtands by.) The Smner cries again, 
Good Lord, try me this once, let me 


get up again is once, and /ee if I do 
not mend : Yes, indeed, Lord, and 
vow it too; I will never be fo bad 


again, I weill be better. Well, faith 
God, Death, let this Profeſſor alone 


for this Time. I will try him a while 
; ET 3.08 bath promiſed, he hath 


wed that he will amend his Ways. 


1 may be he will mind to keep bis 


Promiſes. Yoiws are ſolemn Things; 
it may be he may fear to break "bis 


Vows. Ariſe from off thy Bed; and 
noco Gd lays. deten his Axe, At this 


the poor Creature is very thankful, 


praiſes God, and fawns Upon him, 
thews 


I 
5 


Lhe Barren Fig-Jree. 111 


ſhews as if he did it 8 and calls 


to others to thank him too. He 
therefore riſeth, as one would think, 
to be a New Creature indeed. Burt 
by that he hath put on his Cloaths, 


is come down from his Bed, and ven- 


tured into the Yard, or Shop, and 
there fees how all Things are gone to 
Sixes and - Sevens, he begins to have 


ſecond Thoughts, and ſays to his „ 
What have you all been doing? How 


are all Things out of Order? I am 
J cannot tell what behind-hand 3; one 
may ſee if a Man be but a little a 


to-ſide, you have neither Wiſdom nor 


Prudence to order Things: And now, 


inſtead of ſeeking to ſpend the reſt. 


of his Time to God, he doubleth his 
Diligence after this World. Alas! all 
muſt not be loſt, we muſt have a pro- 
vident Care: And thus quite forget- 
ting the Sorrows. of Death, the Pies 
of Hell, the Promiſes and Vows which 
he made to God to be better; be- 
cauſe Judgment was not (zow) ſpeedily 
executed, therefore the Heart of this 


poor Creature is fully ſet in him to 
do Evil. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Things proving ineffectual, m 
God takes hold of his Axe again, | ar 
ſends Death to a Wife, to a Child, . 

to his Cattle, (Your Young Men have I th 
Lain, and taken away your Horſes) (c). Ion 
Twill blaſt him, croſs him, diſappoint Im 
him, and caſt him down, and will I mc 

| ſet myſelf againſt him, in all that be 17 
 -Putieth his Hand unto. At this the 16 
poor barren Profeſſor cries out again, 1A 
Lord, I have ſinned, ſpare' me once | ve 
more, I beſeech thee. O take not a- || th 
way the Deſire of mine Eyes, ſpare my | th 
Children, bleſs me in my Labours, to 
and I will mend, and be better. No, | th 
ſaith God, you deceived me laſt Time, I de 

I will truſt you in this no longer; th 
and withal he tumbleth the Wife, the | ſe: 
Child, the Eſtate, into a Grave; and. fo 
then returns to his Place, till this Pro» || ab 
feſſor more unfeignedly acknowledge his w! 
Offence (d). * er 


At this the poor Creature is afflict- ea 

ed and diſtreſſed, rents his Cloaths, and te- 

begins to call the his Pro- b. 
miſe 

1 (e) Amos iv. 9. 10. 5 | 

8 Hoſea v. 14, 15, = | 
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miſe and Vows to mind (e), he mourns 
and prays, and like Abab, a while 
walks - ſoftly, at the Remembrance of 
the Juſtice of the Hand of God up- 
on him. And now he renews his Pro- 
miſes, Lord, try me this one Time 
more, take off thy Hand and fee: 
They go far that never turn, Well, 
God ſpareth him again, ſets down his 
Axe again: (Many Times he did deli- 


ver them, but they provoked him with 


their Counſels, and were brought low for 
their  Iniquities) (F). Now they ſeem 
to be thankful again, and are as if 
they were reſolved to be Godly in- 
deed. Now they Read, they Pray, 
they go to Meetings, and ſeem to be 
ſerious a pretty while, but at laſt they 
forget, Their Luſts prick them, ſuit- 
able Temptations preſent themſelves : 
Wherefore they turn to their own. 


crooked Ways again. When he ſlew N 


them, then they ſought him, and returned 
| early after God, nevertheleſs they did flat- 
ter him with their Mouth, and lyed unto 
him with their Tongue (g). 
3 „ on Sn 
e) 1 Kings xxi. 27. Pſal. cvi. 43. 
09 Pſal. Exit. = Ft 55 = | 
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4. Vet again, The Low will nor 
leave this Profefſor, but will take up 
his Axe again, and will put him un— 
der a more heart - ſearching Miniſtry, 
a Miniſtry that will ſearch him, and 
turn him over and over; a Miniſtry 
that ſhall meet with him, and as Eli- 
jah met with Abab, in all. his Acts of 
Wickedneſs fand now the Axe is laid 
10 the Roots of the Trees) (b); belides, 
this Miniſtry doth not only ſearch the 
Heart, but preſenteth the Sinner with 
the Golden Rays of the glorious Go- 
ſpe] : Now is Chriſt Jeſus ſet forth 
_ evidently ; now is Grace diſplayed 
ſweetly 3. now, now are the Promiſes 
broken like Boxes of Ointment, to 
the perfuming of the whole Room. 
But alas! there is yet no Fruit on 
this Fig- tree, While his Heart is 


ſearching, he wrangles; while the glo- 


rious Grace of the Goſpel 1s unveil— 
ng, this Profeſſor wags and is wan- 
ton, gathers. up ſome Scraps thereof, 
Taftes the good Word of God, and the 
Pewers of the World to come; drinketh 
in this Rain that comes often upon 
| him, 
(5) Matt. in. 10. 


ri 
15 


fer bim, whoſe Gp el it is; takes no 
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him (i), But bringeth not forth Fruit meet 


Feed to walk in the Law of the Lord 
Cd of Iſrael, with: all his Heart (k); 
but counteth that the Goſpel conſiſt- 
eth in Talk and Shew, and that our 
Obedience thereto is a Matter of Spe- 
culation 3 that good Works lie in good 
Words, and if they can finely talk, 
tley think they bravely pleaſe God. 

hey think the Kingdom of God con- 
ſiſteth only in Word, not in Power : 
And thus proveth incflectual this 4th - 
Means alſo. 


Well, Now the Axe begins to 
- e bed higher, jor now indeed God 
: 80 to {mite the Sinner; yet be- 
e he will ſtrike the "Strake: he will 
5 one Way more at the laſt, and 
it that miſſeth, deten goes the Fi 'S Ire. 


— 351 this laſt Way js to tug, and 
ſtrive with this Profeſſor by his Spi— 
rit. Wherefore the Spirit of the Lord 
18 now. come to him: But net always 

5 «, 40 
© Heb, vi. 3---7, 8. | 
(4) 2 Kings x. 31. „„ 
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zo ſtrive with Man (I), yet 4 while 
he will ſtrive with him, he will a- 
waken, he will convince, he will call 
to Remembrance former Sins, former 


Judgments, the Breach of former Vows 


and Promiſes, the miſ-ſpending of for- 
mer Days ; he will alſo preſent per- 
ſuaſiye Arguments, encouraging Pro- 
mifes, dreadful Judgments, the Short- 
neſs of Time to repent in; and that 
there is Hope if he come. Further, 
he will ſhew him the Certainty of 
Death, and of the Judgment to come; 
yea, he will pull and ſtrive with this 
Sinner. But, behold, the Miſchief 
now lies here; here is tugging and 
ſtriving on both Sides. The Spirit 
convinces, the Man turns a deaf Ear 
to God ; the Spirit ſaith, Receive my 
Inſtruction, and live; but the Man 
pulls away his Shoulder; the Spirit 
ſhews him whither he is going, but 
the Man cloſeth his Eyes againſt it; 
the Spirit offereth Violence, the Man 
ſtrives and reſiſts. They have done De- 
ſpite unto the Spirit of Grace (m), The 
OS 95 Spirit 
(J Gen. iv. 3. 1 
(m) Heb. x. 29. 
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Stirit parleyeth a Second Time, and 
urgeth Reaſons of a new Nature; but 
the Sinner anſwereth, No; I have loved © 
Strangers, and after them I will go (n). 
At this God's Fury ariſeth; now he 
comes out of his holy Place, and is 

terrible : Now be fweareth in his Wrath, 
they Hall never enter into his Reſts 1 
N towards you my Patience, 
yet you have not turned to me, faith 
the Lord. I Tmote you in your Per- 
ſon, in your Relations, in your Eſtate, 
yet you have not returned unto me, 
ſaith the Lord. In thy Filthineſs is 
Lewdneſs ; becauſe ] have purged thee, 
and thou waſt not purged ; thou ſhalt 
not be purged from thy. Filthineſs any 
more, till I cauſe my Fury to reſt upon 
thee (o). Cut it down, Why dath it 

cumber the Ground? 4. 


A 88333 SIGN. 


Another Sign that ſuch a Profeſ- 
ſor is almoſt (if not quite) paſt Grace, 
is, 
(* Amos iv. 6, 3, 9, 10, 11. 
#2) Ezek xxiv. 13. 5 
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is, when God hath given him ober, or 
lets bim alone, and ſuffers him to do 


any thing; and that without Con- 


troul, helpeth him not in Works of 


Holinefs, or in Straights and Difficul- 
ties. Ephraim is joined to Idols, let 
him alone: Moe be to them when J de. 


part from them (p). I will laugh at 
their Calamities, and mock when their 


Fear cometh (). 


Barren Fig- 3 Thou haſt hereto- 


fore been digged about and dunged; 


God's Mattock hath heretofore been 
at thy Roots, Goſpel-dung hath here- 
tofore been applied to thee: thou haſt 
heretofore been ſtrove with, convinced, 
awakened, made to taſte and ſee, and 


cry, O the Bleſjedneſs ! Thou haſt here- 


tofore been met with under the Word; 


thy Heart hath melted, thy Spirit 
hath fallen, thy Soul hath trembled, 


and thou haſt felt ſomething of the 


Power of the Goſpel. But thou haſt 


ſinned, thou haft provoked the Eye 
0 
(2) Hoſea iv. 17. 
7 Prov. i. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. 


of his Glory; thy Iniquity is found 
to be hateful, and now perhaps God 
hath left thee, given thee up, aud lets 
thee alone. 


[od 


Heretofore thou waſt. tender, thy 


Conſcience ſtartled at the Temptation 
to Wickedneſs, for thou wert taken 
off from the Pollutions of the World, 


through the Knowledge of our Lord and 


Saviour Feſus Chriſt (r); but that very 
Vomit which once thou wert turned 


from, now thou lappeſt np, with the 


Dog in the Proverb again; and that 
very Mire, that once thou ſeemedſt 
to be waſhed from, in that very Mire 
thou now art tumbling afreſh. But 
to particularize : There are Three 
Signs of a Man's being given over of 


God. 


1. When he is let alone in Sinning, 
when the Reins of his Luſts are looſed, 


and he given up to them. And even 


as they did not like to retain God in 


their 3 God ag them over to 
| a>. 


Ar] 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21, 22, 
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4 reprobate Mind, to do thoſe Thing 
eobich are. not convenient; being flled 
"with ail Unrighteouſneſs, Seeft thou a 
Man that heretofore had the Know- 
ledge of God, and that had ſome 
Ave of his Majeſty upon him ; I fay, 
Seeſt thou ſuch an one Sporting Bie 
in his own Deceivings (5), turning the 
Grace of our God into Laſciviouſneſs, 
and walking after his own ungodly 
Luſts; his Judgment now of a long 
Time lingereth not, and his Damna- 
tion ſlumbereth not (t). Doſt thou hear, 
Barren Profeſſor ! It is aſtoniſhing to 
ſee, how thoſe that once feemed Son, 
of the Morning (u), and were making 
| Preparations for Eternal Life; now at 
laſt, for the Rottenneſs of their Hearts, 
by the juſt Judgment of God, to be 
permitted, being paſt Feeling, to give 
themſelves over unto Laſciviouſneſs, 
10 work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, 
A great Number of ſuch were in the 
firſt Goſpel-days ; againſt whom Peter 
| 185 and 
059 Rom. i. 28, 29, 30, a1 0 


(.) 2 Pet. ii. 13. 
0 3 iv. 18. 
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and Jude, and John pronounceth the 
heavy Judgment of God.. Peter and 
Jude couple them with the Fallen 
Angels (x); and Jobn forbids that 
el Prayer be made for them, becauſe that 
| | is happened to them, that happened 
„to the Angels that fell: Mo for for- 
| ſaking their firſt State, and for leaving 
their own Habilation, are reſerved in 
Chains under everlaſting Darkneſs, unto © 
the Fudgment of the Great Day. Barren | 
- | Zig-iree, Doſt thou hear? 


$9 . . 


X Firſt, "Theſe are beyond all Mercy. 


Secondly, Theſe are beyond all Pro- 
1 


of Thirdly, Theſe are wk all Hopes 4 
«|| ol Repentance. 


| Fourthl;, Theſe have no Incercaliir, | 
| nor any more Share i in a Sacrifice lor 
7 Sin. 0 : | | % 


oF; 


(x) 2 Pet. i. 3. +» 5, 6, 7. 
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Fifthly, i theft remains bol 
but a fearful Looking for of Jutg: 
ment. wy 1 Sy | 


Sixthly, Wherefore theſe are ths true 


Fugitives. and Vagabonds, that being 
left of God, of Chriſt, of Grace, of 


the Promiſe, and being beyond all 


Hope, wander and ſtraggle” ro and 


* 
fro, even as the Devil, their Afﬀoci- 
ate, until the Time ſhall come to die, 


or until they deſcend in Battel, and 
periſh. 1 5 


Wherefore ey"; are ler alone in 


"Dun: It theſe ar any time come 


under the Word, there is ſor them 2 


God, 10 i of the Means of 


Grace, no Stirrings of Heart, 3 Pity 
for. themſelves, no Love to their own 
Salvation. Let them look on this 
Hand or that, there they fee fuch Et- 
fects of the Word in others, as pro- 
duceth Signs of Repentance, and Love 
to God and his Chriſt. Theſe Me 


only. bave their Backs "bowed down al 


* 


a) 
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Way. Theſe Men only, have . the Spi- 
rit of Slumber, Eyes, 1 they ſhould. 
not ſee, and Ears, that they ſhould not 
hear to this very Day ()). Where- 
fore, as they go 10 the 55 of the Holy, 
ſo they come 3 the Place of the Holy, 
and ſoon are forgotten in the Places where _. 
they ſo did (z). . Only they reap this 
Damage, They treaſure up Wrath againſt 


the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the a | 
righteous Judgment of God (a). Look If 


to it, barren Profeſſot. 


If he be wilted after * com- 


1 Way of Mankind, either with _ 


Sickneſs, Diſtreſs, or any kind of Ca- 
lamity, fill zo God appeareth, 20 
ſanctiſying Hand of God, 10 ſpecial 
Mercy is mixed with the. Affliction. 
But he falls ſick, and grows well, like 


the Beaſt; or is under Diftrets, as Saul, i 


who, when he was engaged by the 


Philiſtines, was forſaken and left of God, 


And the Philift ines gathered themſelves 
„R 7s pie he 
Ov Rom. xi. 8. 9, 10. | 


(&)-Eccief. viii. 10. 
(a) Rom. ii. 3, 4, 5. 
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together, and came aud vitthed in Shu- 
nem; and Saul gathered all Ifrael to- 
gether, and they pitched in Gilboa: And 
when Sul ſaw the Hoſt of the Phili- 
ſtines, he was afraid, and his Heart 
greatly trembled. And when Saul enquired 
of the Lord, the Lord anſwered him no 
more, neither by Dreams, nor by Urim, 
nor by Prophets (b). The Lord anſwer- 
ed him 20 more. He had done with 
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and left him to ſtand and fall with 
his Sins by himſelf. But of rhis more 
in the Concluſion, therefore [ here for- 
bear. 5 1 
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1 do what they will; they may 
range from Opinion to Opinion, from 
Notion to Notion, from Sect to Sect, 
but are ſtedfaſt no where; they are left 
to their own Uncertainties : They have 
no Grace to eſtabliſh their Hearts; 
and though ſome of them lave boaſt- 
ed themſelves of this Liberty, yet Jude 
calls them wandering Stars, io whom. is 
| | reſerved 
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%) 1 Sam. xxvili. 4, 5, 6. 


him, caft him off, and rejected him, 


. Theſe Men may go whither they 


„„ @ m6 


reſerved the Blackneſs of Darkneſs for 
ever (c). They are left, as I told you ö 
before, to be Fugitives and Vagabonds 
in the Earth, to wander every where, 
but to abide no where, until they ſhall 
deſcend 10 their own Place, with Cain 
and Judas (d), Men of the ſame Fate 

with themſelves. 


A Third Kb 


Thirdly, Another Sign, that ſuch a 
Profeſſor is quite paſt Grace, is, when 
his Heart is grown ſo hard, ſo ſtony 
and impenetrable, that nothing will 
pierce it. Barren Fig tree, Doſt thou 
conſider? A hard and impenitent Heart 
is the Curſe of God (e). A Heart 
that cannot repent, is inſtead of all 
Plagues at once : And hence it is, 
that God faid of Pharoah, when he 
ſpake of delivering him up in the 
Greatneſs of his Anger, J will at this 
Time, ſaith he, ſend all my n * 
en thy Heart ; 


„„ ra 


(e jade 13. | (% Acts i. 5. 
* (4) Rom. ü. YL OH Exod. ix. 14 
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To ſome Men that have grievouſly 
binned under a Profeſſion of the Go- 


| | ſpel, God giveth this Token of his Diſ- 
- Pleaſure 3 they are denied the Power 


of Repenrance 3 their Heart is 'bound, 
they cannot repent: It is impoſſible 
that they ſhould ever repent, ſhould 
| they live a Theuſond Years: It is im- 
pPiſſble fer theſe Fall-aways to be renew- 


ed again unth Repertonce, ſeting they cru. 


ci) 10 it emfelves the Son of +Ged afreſh, 


aud ut him lo open Shame (g. Now, 
to have the Hcarc ſo hardened, %% ju- 
Jicially bardered, this is as a Bar put 
in by the Lord God, againſt the al. 
vation of this Sinner. This was the 
Burden of Spira's Complaint, I cannot 
4 ts Ob now I cannot do 2 


This Man ſees tne he hath done, 
what -ſhoyld help him, and what will 
become of him, and yet he cannot re- 

pent (): e pulled away his Shoulder 
e, he ſtopped his Ears before, he 
hoy up his Eyes before, and in that 

very 


19 He * 5 Ga 6 4 M 
(J. Zell vü. 12, 13. 14. [OY EY 
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The . M 1a 
very Poſture God left him, and ſo. he 
ſtands to this very Day. I have had 
a Fancy, that Lot's Wife, when ſhe Fi 
was turned into 2 Pillar of Salt, ſtood 

yet looking over her Shoulder, or elſe 
with her Face towards Sodom; as the 
Judgment caught her, ſo it bound her, 
and left her a Monument of God's An- 
ger to aſter Generations. 
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| We read of ſome that are ods with - 
an bot Irm, and that are feſt Feelings 
for ſo ſcared Perſons in feared Parts 
gare. Their Conſcience is ſeared (i). 
The Conſcience is the Thing that muſt 
be touched with Feeling, Fear, and 
Remorſe, if any good be done with 
the Sinner. How then can any good 
be done to, thoſe whole Conſcience is 
worſe, than that, . that is faſt” aſleep in 
Sin . For that Confcience that is 
faſt aſt:ep, may be grakened, and ſaved; 
but thar Conſcience that is [ear ed, dried, 
as it were into a Cinder, can never 
have Fe, ate gas · or the leaſt Rex 
Bret in the. Wo! Sarren Fig - tree, 

> 4 hearken; 
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bearken; ; judicial hardening is dreadful. 12 
There is a Difference. berwixt that I 
Hardneſs of Heart that is incident to ! 
| all Men, and that which comes upon 1 
| ſome as a Signal, or ſpecial Judgment || © 
of God: And although all kind of |} © 
Hardneſs of Heart, in ſome Senſe, may f 
be called a Judgment, yet to be hard- It 
ened with this Secend kind, is a Judg- ff ? 
ment peculiar only to them that pe- 0 
riſh : An Hardneſs that is ſent as a || © 
' Puniſhment, fer the Abuſe of Light re- || * 
ceived, for a Reward of Apoſtacy (9, 8 ® 
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This: Judicial Hardneſs i is diſcovered | 7 

from that which is incident to all Men, 
in theſe Particulars : 
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„ 1. It is an Hardneſs that comes after b. 
i ſome great Light received, bee of 5 


fome great Sin committed againſt that Light, 
and the Grace that gave it (m). Such 
Hardneſs as Pharaoh had, after the 
Lord had wrought wondrouſly before In 
him: Such Haraneſs a as the Genliles had, 


a Hordnej 


th Rom. ii. 20, 21. 
ben) 1 Sam. vi. 6. 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 129 
a Hardneſs which darkened the Heart, 
a Hardneſs which made their Minds re- 
probate. This Hardneſs is alſo the ſame 


with that the Hebrews are cautioned to I 


be aware of (2); an Hardneſs that is 
cauſed by Unbehief, ,,and a Departin 

from the Living God; an Hardneſs 
through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin: Such 
as that in the Provocation, of whom 
God fware, that they ſhould not en- 
ter into his Ref? 7 this kind of 
Hardneſs alſo that both Cain, and J- 
mazcl, and. Eſau, were hardened with, 

after they had committed thar great 


Tranſgrelſions. 


* , It Is the greateſt kind of Hard- 
3 and hence they are faid to be 
harder than a Rock (o), or than an Ada- 
mant; that is, harder thay, Hint. So 

hard that nothing can enter. 


3. It is an Hardneſs 650 given in 
much A and 1 bind the 


6) Heb. iii 7. to 13. 


Jer. v. 3. 
$0 pong * 
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Soul up in an Impoſſibility of Repent- 


4. It is an Hardneſs therefore which 
is tncurable, of which a Man muſt die 
and be damned. Barren Profeſſor, heark- 
en to this. . 8 1 


A Fourth S1 N. 


Turthiy, Another Sign that ſuch a 
Profeſſor is quite paſt Grace, is when 
he fortifies his hard Heart againſt the 
TJienour of God's Word. This is cal- 
led hardening thenyelves againſt God, and 
turning of the Sjirit againſt bim (r). As 
thus, when after a Profeſſion of Faith 
in the Lord Jeſus, and of the Doe— 
trine that is according to Godlineſs, 
they ſhall embolden themſelves in 
Courſes of Sin, by ſfreniſing themperves 
Iba they fall have Lije and Salvalion 
- Fotwithſtaxding. Barren Profeſſor, heark- 
ben to this: This Man is called, 4 
Root that beareth Gall, aud Worm 
| 1 -i {54 Of 
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The Harren Fig-Tree: Ak 37 
or a poifoufal Herb (s), ſuch an one as. 
is abominated of God; yea, the Ab- 


horred of his Soul. For this Man 


fiith, 1 ſhall have Peace, though I walk 


in the Imagination, or Stubbornneſs of my 


Heart, io add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt (t) ; 


an Opinion Hat againſt the whole Word 
of God, yea, againſt the very Nature 


of God Rimnſelt. Wherefore he adds, 
that, Then the Anger of the Lord, and 
his Jealouſy /hall /jmoak againſt that Man, 


and all the Curſes that are written in 


God's Book ſhall lie upon him, and God 


ſhall blot Out bis Name I under Hea- 


ven (u). 


{Ya hay! Man ſhall nor fail to * 
effectually deſtroyed, ſaith the Text: 


The Lord ſhail ſeparate thar Man unto 


Evil, out of all the Tribes of Ifrael, 
according to all abe Curſes Y the Cover 
2ant (). : 


- 6). Deut. xxix. 18. 
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oO OSCOS Be ELD 
e lid ver. 2%. . 
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BY 132 The Barren Fig-Tree. 7 IM 
* Hall ſeparate him unto Evil; he 
| ſhall give him up, he ſhall leave him 
to his Heart, he ſhall ſepa rate him to 


that, or thoſe that will aſſuredly be 
too hard for him. 


Nou this Judgment is much effect- 
ed, when God hath given a Man up 
unto Satan, and hath given Satan 
Leave, without fail, to compleat his 
Deſtruction. I ſay, When God hath 
given Satan Leave effefually to compleat 
ls Deftrufiicn : For all that are deli- 
I vered up unto Satan, have not, nor 
J do not come to this, End. But 7hat 
is the Man whom God ſhall ſeparate 
ro Evil, and ſhall leave in the Hands 
of Satan, to comfleat, without. tail, his 
Veſtruction. 


Thus he ſerved 1 a Man, Dk 
110 himſelf to work W1 ickedueſs 3 in the Sight 
of the Lord (y). And the Lord faid, 
Hiho fhall 3 Ahab, ibat be may 
£9 up and fall at Ramoth Gilead? And 
ore Jaid an this Manner, 4 an:ther 


19 7 


i Kings xxi. 28. 


* 2 


Do thy Will, 1 leave him in thy Hand, 
Go forth, and do ſo. 


the Management thereof, becauſe of 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 133 
ſaid an that Manner: And there came 
forth a Spirit, and flood before the Lord, 
and ſaid, I will perſuade him. And the 
Lord ſaid unto him, Wherewith-? Aud 
he ſaid, I will go forth, ana be a lying, 
Spirit in the Mouth of all bis Prophets. - 
And he ſaid, Thou fhalt perſuade him, 
and prevail alſo, go forth, _— do ſo (2). 
Thou ſhalt perſuade him, and prevail; 


| Wherefore, in eſs Todgmines' the | 
Lord doth much concern himſelf for 


the Provocation wherewith they have 
provoked him. This is the Man whoſe |} 
Ruin God contriveth, and bringeth to paſs | 
by his own Contrivance. I will chuſe their | 
Delufions for them, will bring their } 
Fears upon them (a). I will leave them 


to their own Devices, or the W icked- 
neſſes that their Hearts are contriveng | 
of. I, even I, will cauſe them to 


accepred of, and r to them. 
„ 55 0 


'& I "Ringss xxii. 20, 21, 22. 
05 lann IXvi. * 


— 


1 ng, The Brin FY ig- 7 ee. 


Bot who are they that melt be thus 
ſeared? Why, thoſe among Profeſſors, 


1 - that have choſen their own Ways ; thoſe | 
1 119 8 cal Ng. in their Abominaitons. 


- Becauſe they W not the Love of 
the Truth, that they might be javed : For 
this Cauje, God fhall ſend them ſtrong 
Delufions, that they 
_ that they all might be demned, who be- 
lieped not the T ruth, but bad Pleaſure 
in 1 Uniighteufueſ. 3 


God ſhall fend Nenn It is a great 
Word Yea, God ſpall fend them ſtrong 
Deli ſons: Deluſions that ſhall do, that 
ſhall make them believe a Lye. Why 
ſo, That they all might be damned, every 
one of - them that believe not the Truth, 
_ but bad, Pleafure in — 0.0 


5 Tbere is nothing more provoking 
to the Lord, than for a Man to pro- 
miſe when God threatneth; for a Man 
to be light of Conceit that he ſhall be 


4-7 


68) 2 Theſſ. i, 10, 11, 12. 


ſhould believe a Lye 3 


Hate, and Fel to DOT more | wicked than i 


2 „ 7 0 pages LM — bat 
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in former Days: This Man's Soul ab- 
horreth the Truth of God; no mar- 
vel therefore if God's Soul abhorreth 
him: He bath invented a Way con- 
trary to God, to bring about his own 
Salvation; no marvel therefore, if God 
invent a Way to bring about this Man's 
Damnation: And ſeeing that theſe Re- 
bels are at this Point, Ve /hall have 
Peace; God will ſee whoſe Wor] tha 
(c) ſtand, his or theira TO 


Py 


Fifth” i J 


. Fithh, Another Sign 5 a Nfagts't be⸗ 1 
paſt Grace, is, When he ſhall at 
ho ſcoff, and inwardly grin, and fret 1 
againſt the Lord, ſecretly purpoſing | 
to continue his Courſe, and put all to 
the Venture, deſpiſing the Meſſengers 
of the Lord. | He: that. deſtiſed Moſes? 35 
Lare, died without Mercy; and of bow 
much forer Puniſhment, ſuppoſe je, Hall 
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 


unde Fool the Son of Cod, &c. (4). 
BZ K Where- 


(c) Jer. xli v. a My} 28. 
4 Heb x. 28. | 
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| Wehe in aa theſe Deſpiſers 
| God hath {et bimjelf, and foretold, that 
thty. /oall not believe, but periſh. Be- 
hold, ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, and pe- d 
riſb; for I work a Work in your Days, „ 
which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, OO 
a Man declare it unto you (e). 


* 


Auer that thou | halt eur ? Jown: 


Thus far we have treated of the 
Barren Fig ire, or fruitleſs Profeſſor, 
with ſome Signs=t0 know him by 
.. whercto is added alſo ſome Signs of 
one who neither will or can, by any 
Means, be fruitful; but they muſt mi- 
WY” /rably periſh, Now being K to the 
Time of Execution, 1 Thall ſpeak a 
Word to that alſo: Afﬀer” that thou 
ſhalt cut it down. Chriſt at laſt turns 
the Barren Fig tree over to the Juſtice 
of God, ſhakes his Hands of him, 
and gives bim up to 2 Five for Fs Un- 
e 


% „ wy tax” wn = „ wn, Ad ry - 
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Thou fol cut it down. 


Two Things are here to be conſi- 
dered. 


oe E xecutioner, Thou, the Gam | 
the Dreadful, the Eternal God. Theſe 
Words therefore, as I have already 
ſaid, ſignify that Chriſt. the Mediator, 
through whom alone Salvation came, 
and by whom alone Execution hath 
been deferred,” New os oY the Soul, 

forbears to ſpeak one Sable more for 


him, or to do the leaſt a Grace 
further, to try for "his Recovery ; 4 
delivereth - Fe up to that fearful US x 
penſation, To fall into "the Hand f the 


Loving God if * 


"he The Sond to be conſidered, is, 

The Instrument by which the Execution is 
done, and that is Death, compared here 
ro an Axe; and for as much as the 
Tree is not fellen at one Blow, there- 


fore the Strokes are here continued, 
| till 
„ x. 31. 


1389 The Barren Fig-Free. 
till all the Biows be ſtruck at it that 
are requiſite for its Felling : For now 
*Cutiing Time, and Cuiting Work is JI. 
core, Culting muſt be its Portion, 
*rill it be cut down. After that thou 
pal cut iu dun: Death, I ſay, is the Ib 
Aue, which God often uſerh, therewith It 
to take the Barren Fig tree out of the Ih 
Vineyard, out of a Profeſſion, and alj I. 
a 
\ 


aut of the Werid at once. But this Axe 
is now new ground, it cometh well- 
edged to the Roots of this Barren Fig- 
tte. It hath been whetted by Sin, 
by the Law, and by a formal Profeſ- ( 
-. flon' te), Hel therefore muſt, and will 
make deep Galhes, not only in the 
Tatoral Life, but in the Heart and 

of this Profeſſor. The 


Confience aifo 6 
Wages « © Sin is Death, the Sting of Death 
#5 Sin (Hb). Wherctore Death comes not 
to this Man as he doth to Saints, muz- 
⁊led, or without his Sting, but with 
open Mouth. in all his Strength; yea, 
he ſends his Firſt. born, which is Guilt, to 
devour his Strength, and to bring bit 
to | the King . Ter errers 00. 


But 


{z) Rom. v. (4) 1 Cor xv. (7) Job xviii. 13, 14. 


* 5 j . z 5 f _ \ + 


g din, Prov. v. 22. We 4 i 
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But to give you, in a few Partict 
lars, the Manner of this Man' 8 dying. 


| Now he hath his fruitleſs Fruits 
as him round his Bed, toge . - | 
ther with all the Bands, and Legions of i 
hs other Wickedneſs. His 0WN Iniqut: | 
all tate the Wicked himſelf, a nd - { 

b 7 all be helden in the Cords of 4 | 


* * 
* 
__ 
_— — 
* 4 - Pros — 
— — 3 


136 


2. Now . dere 8 of - if 
God is made out unto him, tothe | 
perplexing and terrify ing of his guilty | 
Conſcience,” Grd ſhall caft upon bim, ant 
not ſpare, ard be £1 be wing f that — 
bie 15 high (0. 1 


8 * 


* 3 3 


2 


3. The Hark Erh 1e is to 0 
through, will be a ſore Ama 1Zement to 
him; for Fear ſhall be in the Way 1), 
yea, .Tertors will take hold on Vinh? 
when he fhall ſee the yawning Jaws, of 
Death to ape upon bim, and the 

Doors 


0) job T1 a 
2 Eccleſ. xii. 5. TIE, es 


——— —— — — — 
* F 
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Doors of the Shadow of Death open 
(m), to give him Paſſage out of the 
World. Now, who will meet me in 
this dark Entry? How ſhall 1 paſ 
through this Jong Entry into * 
World! 3 


4. For the Reaſon of Guilt, and a 
ſhaken Conſcience, His Life will bang 


Hall be afraid Day and Night (n), and 
hall have no Aſſurance of his TI. 


5. Now alſo mant will come up 
againſt him, he will come up lite an 
armed Man (o). This is a terrible Ar- 
my to him that is Graceleſs in Heart, 
and Fruitleſs in Life. This Want will 
e cry in thine Ears, Here is 
- a New Birth wanting, a new Heart, 
and a new Spirit wanting, here is Love 
and Repentance wanting; here is Fear 
of God wanting, and a good Conver- 
- fation' wanting; Thou art weighed in the 


een, aud found Let D 
6. To- 


) job XXXviii 17. (i) Deut xxviii, 60 Ver. 
60 Prov. xxiv. 34. (7) Dur, v. 27. 


in continual Doubt before him, and he 


en 
he 
in 
iſs 


I 


— 


6. Together with theſe, ſtanderh by 
the Companions of Death; Death and 
Hell, Death and Devils, Death and 


Endleſs Torment in the everlaſting 
[Flames of devouring Fire. hen God 


ſhall come up unto the People, be will in- 
vade them with bis 7. 700ps (9). — 


But how will this Man die ? Can 
now his Heart endure, or can bis Hands 


be frrong N 


. God and Chriſt, and Piry have 
27 bim: Sin againſt Light, againſt 
Mercy, and the Long-ſuffering of God 
is come up againſt bim; his Hope and 


Confidence now lie a. dying by him, and 
his Conſcience totlers and Joakes contt- | 


nually within him. 


2. Death is at Work, Cutting of Lim 
down, hewing both Bark and Heart, 


both Body and Soul aſunder: The 
Man Sroans, but Death hears him 
| ys not : 


0% Hab. iii. 16. | 
&) Ezek. Xxii. 14. 
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be, and what the Torments of Hell 


muſt not. He. that cuts him down, 
ways him, as the Feller of Wood 
ſeways the tottering Tree ; now this Way, 


” 


| givings, direful Apprehenſions of God 
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not: He looks ghaſtly, carefully, def 


gectedly; he ſighs, he ſweast, he tremf 
Mes, but Death matters nothing. 


» 

» 
4 
is 


7 


i Fearful Thoughts haunt him, Mill ö 


terrify him. Now he hath Time the 
think what the Loſs of Heaven willi 


will be: Now (he looks no Ways. * 
he is affrighted. | | 


IO O< 


. 2 1 


4. Now Would he live, but may 


not 3 he would live, though it wereſ 
bur the Life of a Bed- rid Man, but 


93 kad © MY brand | 


then that, at laſt a Root breaks; an 
Heart - ſtring, an 23 ſtring * a- 


3 2 ſunder. 


ae* 


- Ami now, 8 the Soul ba an- 
abllated, or brought to nothing, for 
how happy would it count itſelf; but 
it fees that may not be; wherefore it is 


F put to a wonderful ie, your e | 
| the 
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del hs Body it may not; go out of the 
em Body it £ dy nots Life ; is going, the 
Pied ſettles in che Hh, and the Langs 
being now no more able to draw Breatn 
gig through the Noſtrils, at laſt out Zoes 
zodche weary irembling Soul, who is imines 
LG diately ſcized by Devils, who lay lurking 
villlin every Hole in the Chamber for that 
jellvery Purpoſe: His Friends take Care 


bullof the Body, wrap it up in tue Sweet 


[Thought and Reach, going down 1 
che Chamber of Drath! 


yy 
ere 
ut 


1 had brought to hive: eld det 


n, I forbear : GO. D; who teaches Man ta- 


od Profit, bleſs this Brief and Plain Diſs 
courſe to thy Soul, who yet ſtandeſt a 


* — the Exe of bis Gardgp. CY 


3 Profeſſor in * Land of Vite Living, | 


or Coffin; the Soul is out of their 
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EKewelutions: Plainly ſhe wil 


1 72 $hewing the Cau/e, Truth, and Manner of the C:ming © 
of a Sinner to Jeſus Chrift : With his Hopyy Recep- © 


| Light fetched out of the Templs at Jeruſale m, to let | 
us more eafily into the Glory of NewTejtament- | 


»: 2 7 


* the Lord 7 us Cbriſt ; whie hath never failed thoſe J 
that have uſed ät, or ever will, to the End of the 
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FF HE Great After Or, Day of Pubiler : In 


I which We mult make a General Account of 
all our 4&4:ons before Almighty, GOD. Delivered 


in Four Sermons upon the XXta. Chapter of the 
| g the Happy State of 

the Godly, and the Woeful Condition of the iced. 
By Samuel Smith, late Miniſter of the Word at 
Pritticwel in Rex. Author of David's Repentance. 
2. David's Repentance: Or, A Plain and Fami- 
liar Eæpoſition on the LIſt F/alm ; firit Preached, 5 
and now Pub. ibei fot thelBeneht of GOD's Church. 
W herein every Chriſtian may ſet before his Eyes the 


Pattern of Unfeigned Repentance. Likewiſe Exhort- 
| ing every Man to labour for Repentance before S:ck- | 
„ ag; and Death ſeize upon them ; for that after 


Death there is no Repentance to be had or expected. 
By Same! Smith, late Miniſter of the Vrd at Pri- 
Herwel in Eſſex. Author of The Great Me. 
3. Come and Welcome to Feſis Chrift. Or, A 
Plain and Profitable Diſcourſe on John VI. Ver. 37. 


tion and ＋ Entertainment. By Foln Bunyan, ? 
e Pilgrim's Progreſs. * 7 
4. Solomon's Temple Spiritualized : Or, Goſpel- © 


Truths By Jahn Bunyan. _ 
g. Heart's-Eafe in Heart Trouble. Or, A Sowe- Y 
reign Kemedy againſt all Troy F Heart that Chriſi's 
Diſciples are ſubj ect to, under all Kinds of Afflicti- 
ons in this Life. Preſcribed þy the Great Phyfiuan, 


World. By John Bunyan. 
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